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Lesson 1.—The Creation. 
Genesis 1 and 2; Psalm 104; John 1:1-3. 
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The Happy Meeting 
By Fannie B. Brown 


ARY stood weeping at the cross 
Where hung her blessed Lord; 
Anguish and sorrow filled her heart 
For Him whom she adored. 
* r cd “ 
Mary stood weeping at the tomb — 
Her eyes o’erflowed with tears; 
Empty now was the sepulcher; 
Her heart was filled with fears. 


Jesus was there and spoke her name — 
His voice was wondrous sweet; 

Rapture so great now filled her heart, 
Her joy was now complete. 


Would you meet Him this blessed day, 
And have your joy complete? 

First you must meet Him at the cross, 
And worship at His feet. 


se 


Committee Etiquette 


Committees and boards are necessi- 
ties of modern life. It is easy to get 
on them, hard to get off. Once one be- 
comes a member, he is bound to listen 
attentively to telephone calls, read bul- 
letin letters thoughtfully, enter readily 
into informal conversation and formal 
conferences with the other members, 
and sometimes tax his brain powers in 
the late hours of the evening over dif- 
ferences of opinion. But we cannot 


avoid them, so we may as well learn 
not merely to endure them, but how 
to make them as pleasant and profitable 
as possible. Committees and boards 
serve good purposes in church, Sunday 
school, Bible institutes, Christian col- 
leges, and other Christian organizations 
at home and abroad. Few if any human 
beings can stand unlimited power, so 
boards of directors prevent certain men 
with dictatorial tendencies from going 
the limit. But most Christian leaders 
are humble enough to be glad of the 
counsel of other wise and experienced 
men, and boards help to divide the re- 
sponsibility for difficult actions. In a 
good committee meeting ideas and plans 
are analyzed, pared down, built up, re- 
vised, until, through the judgment of 
many, they are put into workable form. 
If an idea which we may think is very 
fine cannot stand up under the cross- 
fire of a committee meeting, it is not 
likely to live long in public. “Where no 
counsel is, the people fall: but in the 
multitude of counsellors there is safety” 
(Prov. 11:14). When a group of Chris- 
tian men meet together, they will prob- 
ably bring to bear on the problem in 
hand all the light that the Scripture 
has on it, which few men can do alone. 
A wise and tactful chairman can do 
much to keep a meeting from getting 
bogged down in a morass of argument; 


< 


but the members— who have probab] 
elected him — must co-operate, for th 
are some talkers that need more th: 
tactful hints before they will stop. The 
larger the committee or board, the more 
concise and to the point should be the 
talk of each one. It is not right for one 
member to waste the time of other busy 
Christian men by launching out on a 
long harangue on some hobby. It would 
be well if James’ wise, inspired command 
could be put on a large placard in every 
committee room: ‘Wherefore, my be- 
loved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” 
(Jas. 1:19) If the atmosphere becomes 
electric and words run high and fast, 
some have found it a help to retire into 
themselves mentally and go over some 
of the sweet promises of Scripture or the 


stanzas of a fine old hymn. Divisions 
are sometimes absolutely necessary, and 
there are times when one must stand 


a principle against 


1 board or 


firm for a truth or 
all opposition. But where 
committee is made up of men who really 
love the Lord and His Word, and de- 
sire His glory, many rough places can 
be smoothed out through patience and 
prayer. Here especially is where we 
need to remember such words as “In 
honour preferring one another” (Rom 
12:10); “Let all things be done decently 
and in order” (1 Cor, 14:40). 


Intruders in the Nation’s Capitol 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE renovated House of Representa- 
| tives in Washington has, in its new 
wall decorations, a frieze of medal- 
lions of past notables associated with 
law-giving and law codes 
It is remarkable by its omissions, es- 
pecially of American lawgivers, as 
President Madison, the real author of 
the American Constitution, and Chief 
Justice John Marshall, its greatest inter- 








“But godliness with contentment 


Comfort for Dark Days 
is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). 














preter. Certainly Simon Greenleaf, 
author of the great “Treatise on the Law 
of Evidence,” and Nathan Dane, who 
made the first “Abridgment and Digest 
of American Laws,” are more appropri- 
ate names for an American legislative 
chamber than Maimonides or Solon or 
Lycurgus. 

But this frieze is also both ridiculous 
and odious for many of the names 
chosen—the English King Edward I, 
the French King Louis IX, and the Em- 
peror Napoleon. Are we no longer re- 
publicans? Jefferson is indeed included, 
but we may be sure he would little wish 
to be found in such company. 

Worse than all is the presence in our 
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national representative hall of the por- 
traits of two popes, and such popes! That 
of Innocent III is a true affront to all 
our history. 

He comes out of the darkest hour, 
the midnight hour, the zero hour of 
the Dark Ages, an ecclesiastical dictator, 
to enter our Capitol. Trailing him is 
his nephew, Pope Gregory IX, together 
with Louis IX of France. Three figures 
from the medieval Europe of 1200-1270 
on the walls of our House of Represen- 
tatives in 1950! 

Was there ever a more tactless joke 
in our congressional history? One thinks 
of Halloween defacement. 

Let us examine these figures out of the 
dim past, 

Innocent III was a sort of clerical 
Augustus Caesar, the most successful of 
all those on papal thrones in asserting 
the world power of the papacy. No 
sooner was he chosen Pope than he broke 
the power of German imperialism in 
Italy, ordered the French king to re- 
store his divorced queen, interfered in 
the marital affairs of Aragon and Castile 
and the political affairs of Poland and 
Portugal. His long arm reached up to 
distant Trondhjem to shake the Arch- 
bishop of Norway by the collar for re- 
mitting his (Innocent’s) excommunica- 
tion of King Haakon IV. Then his eagle 
eye turned to the Balkans. He induced 
the prince of Bulgaria to accept the 
Roman brand of Catholicism together 
with the insignia of royalty which he 
sent him. 

He initiated crusades, this warrior 
Pope. One was a crusade that led to 
the Latin occupation of Constantinople 
and which enabled him to nominate a 
patriarch of Constantinople, this church 
unionist who looked forward to the time 


when, as he said, there should be “one 
fold under one shepherd.” Followed an- 
other crusade, this time in Livonia, 


which added large areas to papalism, 
with an archbishopric in Riga. 

Was England showing a restless spirit? 
Did King John object to the papal ap- 
pointment of Stephen Langton as Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury? A papal edict 
was clamped onto the kingdom and a 
crusade threatened against it. Royal 
John crumbled, recognized Langten, and 
surrendered England and Ireland as fiefs 
of the Holy See. For years the Pope 
virtually ruled England through his 
legate and collected from England an 
annual tribute. This was paid first on 
May 12, 1213. The date of Runnymede 
was 1215! Our House of Representa- 
tives honors by its wall picture the 
grasping Pope, rather than the Magna 
Charta and the men who wrung it from 
the same King John. 

Then came another crusade, the most 
infamous of all. The South of France 
was full of Cathari, Puritans, for so the 
word means; “bonshommes,” they were 
commonly called because of their ex- 
emplary lives. They had no use for 
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sacerdotalism, priestcraft, and power- 
hungry Popes, and this power-hungriest 
of Popes naturally had no use for them. 
So he ordered the Cistercian friars to 
preach a crusade against them. The 
perishing Puritans went down to death 
by tens of thousands and with them the 
brilliant Provencal civilization. “Kill 
all, God will know his own!” was the 
well-remembered crusade cry. Inno- 





John Edgar Hoover on 
the Sunday School 


HREE years ago the Director 

of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation wrote an article for 
THE Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs on 
“Crime and the Sunday School” 
(Feb. 7, 1948). It was in such 
demand that over 275,000 reprints 
were sent out by the TIMEs. 


Mr. Hoover has now written an- 
other article exclusively for the 
TIMEs entitled “The Sunday School 
— Key to Tomorrow.” Here are 
just a few extracts: 


“The continuing flood of im- 
morality and crime accompanies 
an all too evident substitution of 
a secular, materialistic philosophy 
for the historic reliance upon di- 
vine guidance which has been a 
cornerstone of our democracy.” 


“The youth who has experienced 
old-fashioned Christian training 
and discipline in the home and has 
received sound, efficient Bible 
teaching in Sunday school has 
been given a sword and buckler 
against temptation.” 


“Parents ... must create in the 
home an atmosphere of Christian 
living and reliance upon divine 
guidance. This may well be ac- 
complished by a revival of family 
Bible reading and prayer.” 


Pastors, Sunday school superin- 
tendents and teachers, and parents 
will not want to miss this article. 

It will be published in the issue 
of May 5. Reprints will be issued 
by the Times, and prices will be 
announced. An _ 18-weeks’ sub- 
scription for $1 ($1.10 in U.S.A. 
dollars in Canada) sent in before 
May 5, will secure Mr. Hoover's 
article and many other fine things 
which -the Times has in store for 
its readers. 


Why not let your friends know 
about the Times by giving them 
one of these short-term subscrip- 
tions? Orders, asking for the J. 
Edgar Hoover short-term subscrip- 
tions, should be sent early to The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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cent’s nephew, Pope Gregory IX, whose 
clerical face also adorns the walls of 
our House of Representatives, continued 
the crusade, his agents seizing Mont- 
ségur in 1245 and in one day burning 
200 Cathari alive. 

It was said of this precursor of Na- 
polecn and Hitler that he’ was successor, 
not only of Peter, but of Constantine as 
well. For he was a true _ dictator. 
He centralized the powers of his 
church, absorbing those of the bishops 
and gathering into his own hands the 
patrcenage of their sees. He held a great 
Ecumenical Council beside which the 
“colorful” one in Amsterdam, 1950, was 
a lack-luster affair indeed — this Twelfth 
Ecumenical Council, in the Lateran 
Church. In attendance were plenipo- 
tentiaries of the Emperor, of kings and 
princes, together with 1,500 archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, and other dignitaries 
The agenda? How to suppress heretics 

(Continued on page 234) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How Did Elijah Go to Heaven ? 


I'm not writing this to find fault, 
but to wonder if I'm mistaken or if 
the goodly number of scund ministers 
that I’ve heard say what Brother 
Macaulay does in his commentary on 
verse 4 of the Feb. 25th lesson might 
not have read their Bibles too discern- 
ingly? My Bible seems to say that 
“Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven.” Nct too important perhaps, 
but I’ve heard several ministers use 
that and it still seems to say as quoted 
above to me.—A Nebraska reader. 

The verse in question reads: “And it 
came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire. and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder: and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven” 
(2 Kings 2:11). The Nebraska reader 
correctly quotes the last phrase, but this 
does not necessarily mean that Elijah 
did not go in a chariot of fire, for the 
horses, the chariot, and its occupants 
may all have been enveloped in a whirl- 
wind. Since the chariot is mentioned in 
this verse, it is quite understandable 
that many expcsitors should have ac- 
cepted it as the means of Elijah’s trans- 
lation. The comment of Jamieson, Faus- 


(Continued on page 246) 








A CORRECTION 
In your editorial, “Dr. Ironside’s Re- 
newed Vision,” it is stated that he was 
affiliated with the American Associa- 
tion for Jewish Evangelism. It is true 
that he was affiliated with this organ- 
ization, but not at the time of his 

death.—An Ohio reader. 


The Winona Lake (Ind.) office of the 
American Association for Jewish Evan- 
gelism has now informed the Times that 
Dr. Ironside resigned from the Associa- 
tion in August, 1949. 
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VI. The Pastor's Daily Program 


“Redeeming the time, because the days 


are evil” (Eph. 5:16) 


said, lecturing to the students at 

New College, Edinburgh, “Let 
every lazy student of divinity go drown 
himself at once.” The charge is worth 
considering, but the remedy is of doubt- 
full morality, 

But by “students of divinity,” let us 
understand, not only those who are 
studying for the Christian ministry, but 
also those who are already in it; for, 
surely, all such are, or should be, dili- 
gent in the things that are divine. Once 
a student, one should always be a stu- 
dent. 

I pity the minister who has ceased to 
study; yet, alas, this is true of some. 
Given a certain facility of speech, a 
certain amount of wit, and a good slice 
of cheek, one, by an immoral use of 
endless pulpit aids, may pass current 
for a while as a student and preacher, 
but not for long in any one place, 

Some talk beyond their knowledge; 
some, up to their knowledge; and some, 
well within their knowledge: but only 
the last will survive. He who would 
preach must have knowledge, and there 
is no royal road to this. The Spirit will 
not do for us what He has given us 
the power to do for ourselves. If we 
would furnish our minds we must sweat 
our brains. It is much easier to pound 
the Bible than to expound it, but it is 
not so profitable. Perspiration must not 
be mistaken for inspiration, nor volume 
of sound for spiritual power. 

But it is not the pulpit but the study 
that we are thinking of at present. A 
minister has no one to tell him at what 
hour in the morning he must get to 
work, nor anyone to say how long he 
should be at it. But he must tell him- 
self these things, and if he does not, 
he is lost. If I were in a city office, I 
would have fixed daily hours; but, be- 
ing a minister, with no one to command 
me, is it less or more binding on me to 
do a square day’s work? We must 
discipline ourselves if we would have 
an easy conscience and a glad confi- 
dence. 

But how is this to be done? Only, I 
submit, by prescribing for oneself a syl- 
labus of work, by carefully economizing 
one’s time, by swift concentration, and 
by diligent application. 

Of course, how many hours a day one 
should study must be determined by the 
amount of other vital and necessary 
work he has to do; and, on the other 
hand, the particular line of one’s studies 
will depend largely on one’s special gifts, 
duties, and inclinations; but every day 


D: ALEXANDER WHYTE once 


By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, D.D. 


In this sixth article of his series 
entitled “Counsels for Young Pas- 
tors,” Dr. Scroggie takes up a very 
important subject—that of the 
proper and full use of time. Some 
Christian workers do not hold them- 
selves as rigidly to a schedule as they 
would have to do in a secular busi- 
ness where the main purpose is to 
make money. But those who serve 
God ought to be more careful than 
those who serve Mammon. Paul 
urges us to be “not slothful in busi- 
ness; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord” (Rom. 12:11). Dr. Scroggie 
gives a sample of his own schedule, 
not with the idea that every minis- 
ter can or ought to follow the same 
program, but as an example of what 
can be done. It was Jonathan Ed- 
wards’ habit when in good health to 
spend thirteen hours every day in 
his study. Article No. VII in Dr. 
Scroggie’s series will be published 
next week 








should see some good work done in the 
study. 

If you will allow me, perhaps I can 
best illustrate my meaning by present- 
ing one of a number of programs which 
I have worked through at one time or 
another. This is it as it lies before me. 

The change of hours on Thursday, in 
columns 6, 7, is due to the midweek 
service at 8 p.m. 

The numbers stand for subjects and 
exercises. The syllabus is pinned up in 
a prominent place, so that, without de- 
lay, I can get to work by glancing at 
the number for each hour, and consult- 
ing the key, as follows: 

1. Bible Schoc] Lecture Preparation. 

Daniel and Revelation. The Minor 
Prophets. The Gospel records. Bible 


2. Bible study (private). 

Paul’s prison prayers. Pauline 
Christology. Maclaren’s “Colossians” 
and “Philemon.” Biblical Psychology, 

. Select subjects for Sabbath’s sermons. 

. Survey of periodicals, weeklies, 
monthlies, 

5. Classics study. 

Augustine’s “Confessions.” New- 
ton’s “Cardiphonia.” Wesley’s hymns, 
Thomas a Kempis’s “Imitation of 
Christ.” Bunyan. William Law. 

. Literary work. 
. Reading. 

Ruskin’s “Seven Lamps of Archi- 
tecture.” Dante’s “Divina Comedia.” 
Biography. 

8. Church History. 
9. Theological study. 
10. Foreign missions. 
11. Letters and general clearing. 
12. The devotional hour. 
Study of some bocks of O. T. or 
N. T> in the original, note-making, 


» co 


a1 


ands Bible-marking. Meditation. 
Daily use of “The Devotions of 
Lancelot Andrewes.” Prayer. 


13. Pulpit preparation. 

The study hours per week average 
40 to 50. Where extensive pastoral visi- 
tation is done, this average must be con- 
siderably reduced: but every man should 
resolve to have from four to six hours 
per day in the study. 

This outline is only illustrative of 
what may be done. The thing of com- 
manding importance is that we have a 
daily program of work, and get down 
to it with the same regularity and dili- 
gence that we would have to show if 
we were clerks in an office. 

Nor should we abandon all mental 
discipline when on holiday. When the 
winter is before us, it will be better to 
be preparing for it all the summer, than 
I would not sug- 





























Synthesis. The Apostles’ Creed. to be rushed later on. 
SYLLABUS OF WORK 
“Occupy till I come.” 
“The fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” 
T 
DAY 4.30- 10.00- 4.30- | 8.30- 
HOUR eo |, ee) = 645 | 11.30 | 8.00 11.30 
TUE. 12 2 3 5 6 7, 8 
WED. 12 1 4 5 6 9, 10 
THURS. 12 2 11 5 x x 
FRI. 
SAT. 12 13 13 x x 13 13 
: i 
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gest that we take a crate of books 
with our holiday luggage, as did Dr. 
Whyte, because all have not, as he had, 
three months’ holiday. Nor would I 
recommend that we follow our usual 
lines of reading, but, rather, work the 
other side of our brain, and take on 
board a somewhat lighter cargo. 

I bear in mind that situations greatly 
differ, and that not many men could 
work to any rigidly prescribed program; 
but I am convinced of at least two 
things: first, that some kind of program 
is necessary; and second, that it is pos- 
sible. A half-hour lost in each working 
day of twelve hours means the loss of 
152 days in a period of ten years. 

We should steadfastly set ourselves 
against indecision and aimlessness, which 
are so largely responsible for loss of 
time, and should resolve that secondary 
things shall not supplant the things of 
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first importance. If one aims at noth- 
ing, it is quite easy to hit it, but we 
can better spend our time. 

If a minister breakfasts late, and 
thereafter reads his newspapers, attends 
to his correspondence, and lends his ear 
to every phone call, he will find that 
precious hours have slipped away, and 
there is nothing substantial to show for 
them. Such a lack of discipline and 
method is demoralizing, and cannot but 
affect injuriously one’s whole ministry. 
A man’s chief value to others consists 
not in what he says or does, but in what 
he is; and no one can be strong and 
effective except by severe self-discipline, 
by the conservation cf his energies; by 
the concentration of his efforts, and by 
the consecration of all the powers of 
his soul, 

(To be continued) 


Climbing the Imaginary Evolutionary Tree 


Seeing some human characteristics perched on the different branches 


By G. H. CLEMENT, Th.B. 


There is plenty of evidence to show that man has not risen from a de- 
graded origin but fallen from a high place. Given a perfect environment 


in the Garden of Eden, he ruined it all by his willful sin. 


With in- 


creasing knowledge, his capacity for sin has increased, notably in the 


realm of warfare. 
how to create new ones with 


He has learned how to heal many wounds, but also 
the atomic bomb. 


He has learned how 


to isolate and kill the germs of many diseases, and now contemplates 
using them to kill great masses of humanity with biclogicai warfare, Tak- 
ing just a few of the forms of life that credulous evolutionists have 
placed in their ridiculous representations of man’s ascent, Mr. Clement, 
a Canadian pastor, exposes some traits of human nature that should 


have no place in a Christian life. 


He also shows the Scriptural way of 


overcoming them, 


NE day, while visiting some friends, 

I picked up a book that dealt with 
the marvels of our modern world. I 
noticed a drawing of a tree with 
branches which represented the ascent 
of man. The forms of life went from 
a seaweed to a fish, up the scale from 
a kangaroo to an ape, finally arriving 


at the top branch of human life. Many 
of us look upon such a diagram with 
amusement. We feel like the person 


who facetiously remarked, “Such the- 
ories, instead of making a man out of 
a monkey, make a monkey out of a 
man.” Materialistic evolution that would 
drive God from the universe qualifies 
its sponsors for the classification that 
David made when he wrote, “The fool 
hath said in his heart, There is no God” 
(Psa. 14:1). Those who teach this athe- 
istic theory should wear a fool’s cap 
instead of mortarboard and gown. The 
latter gives the impression of intelli- 
gence, thus deceiving the gullible. Such 
no*ions are much harder on one’s credu- 
lity than the simple statements of Genesis 
are upon one’s faith. 

Through faith the Christian believes 
“that the worlds were framed by the 


word of God, so that things which are 
seen were not made of things which 
do appear” (Heb. 11:3). With Paul he 
affirms that “all flesh is not the same 
flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another of 
fishes, and another of birds. There are 
also celestial bodies, and bodies terres- 
trial: but the’ glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 
another” (1 Cor. 15:39-41). However, 
that imaginary evolutionary tree sug- 
gests a few practical thoughts that 
should prove helpful to each of us. So, 
let your fancy rove for a few minutes, 
and come along with me as we climb 
it together. 

On a lower limb we find a sponge 
growing. That’s we, millions of years 
ago! Now, although to many of us the 
idea seems too foolish for even Mother 
Goose fables, yet there are some lessons 
in it, after all. I know people in my 
own neighborhood that have spongelike 
tendencies. They are enjoying demo- 
cratic privileges that are the fruit of 
Christianity, and vet have not a good 
word to say for the Christian church. 
They enjoy Sunday as a day of rest, and 
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every holiday that originated because 
of the church’s influence; and yet they 
never contribute one penny to its sup- 
port. They are glad that there are chari- 
table institutions in the land, but never 
stop to think that there wouldn't be if 
it were not for Christianity. They fee] 
a sense of security in the laws of the 
land, but don’t care one iota for the 


Bible from which fundamental laws 
arose. The sunshine and showers that 
bring food for their sustenance come 


from the God they ignore. The very 
atmosphere they breathe is God’s pro- 
vision for them; but He is not in all 
their thoughts. 

Let us climb up to the next limb on 
this evclutionary tree. Here we find a 
jellyfish. No wonder man can go about 
with his head held high. Anyone who 
commenced life way back there as an 
invertebrate mass of jelly, and who now 
can boast a splendid spine, has every 
reason to be proud! Are there nct mul. 
titudes of folk who it their life 
principle always to take the way of least 
resistance? Are you not acquainted with 
many people who cheerfully compromise 
the truth in order to keep in with cer- 
tain people they admire? Drifting along 
with the current of the world, or tossed 
to and fro by every wind that blows, 
they are spineless, devoid of abiding 
convictions, fearful of the opinion of 
others. Such folk must make the evo- 
lutionist feel that his theory of the jelly- 
fish beginnings of man is true 

Well, give me a boost, I want to see 
what’s on that next limb! What's this? 
Snails! Comforting to know we have 
progressed a little since those days. Or 
have we? I know a chap who intends to 
accept Christ some day, so he says. But 
he wants to take his time about it. He 
seems dreadfully slow about it. Other 
things he does are done with alacrity. 
He jumps at conclusions; quickly forms 
judgments; snaps into action in prac- 
tically everything that interests him. 
But religion — it can wait. I am afraid 
that he has crept back onto this third 
limb along with those snails; and un- 
less he quickly sees that that limb has 
cracked under many before him, to their 
eternal injury, and gets off while there 
is still time, he must share their fate. 
We are warned not to boast of tomorrow, 
for we know not what tomorrow holds. 
We are exhorted to seek the Lord while 
He may be found, to call upon Him 
while He is near. “Now is the accepted 
time,” writes Paul, “now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). ‘There is no 
place for snails in the Kingdom. If we 
do not remember now our Creator while 
we are young,:the day will quickly come 
when we Shall find ourselves utterly 
incapable cf a Godward thought, not to 
mention a Heavenward step. 

Sometimes Christians sit down com- 
fortably along with these snails; and 
when the appeal comes ringing out for 
volunteers for the service of Christ, their 
response is dull and slow. “I know I 
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should yield myself to the Lord,” they 
say, “but not right now. After all, I 
have so many things to look after, I 
couldn’t possibly give the Lord all my 
time and talents and strength. But I 
know I should, and some day I shall.” 
However, young folk have discovered 
to their sorrow that Christ does not 
wait upon their convenience. If they 
will not hear His voice, and obey His 
will, there are others who will. To them 
goes the blessing of a life of thrilling, 
joyful usefulness in the service of the 
King, which the young folk with the 
snail-like propensities forfeited forever. 

What’s that crawling along the next 
limb? Crabs? What an insult! Was 
lever a crab? Say, come to think about 
it, before I became a Christian I recall 
a few times when I was called that. I 
guess I was up on that limb, after all. 
What keen anthropologists those evolu- 
tionist fellows are! What experts at 
deduction! They have seen disagree- 
able people snap unmercifully at others; 
have noticed how some folk grow ugly 
under difficult circumstances, and they 
have concluded that these facts add up 
to a crab ancestorship! 

Paul warns people about the danger 
of biting and devouring one another 
(Gal. 5:15). He says, Be careful, or you 
will consume one another. Spiritual 
cannibalism is not at all unknown among 
nominal Christians. Such things should 
not be. Paul gives the antidote to such 
a condition when he adds, “Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). When one re- 
ceives Christ into his heart, and allows 
His Spirit to control his life, all bitter- 
ness, Malice, and wrath should disappear 
from his life, and the fruit of the Spirit 
should be seen in their place. Embit- 
tered, disillusioned folk who give Christ 
a chance to prove what He can do in 
their lives quickly lose their identity 
with the crabby limb on the evolution- 
ary tree. 

There is considerable croaking com- 
ing from the next limb up. Curious, we 
pull ourselves up to see what it’s all 
about. Of course! Frogs! One cannot 
accuse our Darwinian fans of being re- 
Specters of persons. Any frog I ever 
met seemed to like slimy, putrid pools. 
Hold on, what keen observers those 
evolutionists really are! I saw a mag- 
azine rack the other day covered from 
top to bottom with the slimiest, filthiest 
magazines that one would see anywhere 
in this cultured, refined, highly civil- 
ized world. There’s something standing 
in front of it, taking one of the worst 
ones off; it pays for it, and walks out 
looking at the horrid pictures within. 
No, it cannot be a frog. It’s too big 
for that, and it talks. Why, that was 
a human being! 

Many theater billboards, advertise- 
ments, comics, best-sellers, and periodi- 
Cals tell the same sordid story. Man- 
kind, generally, has not climbed from 
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the lower limbs upward, but has tum- 
bled from the top downward. Solomon, 
there are many things you said in your 
Ecclesiastes that I, for one, cannot agree 
with; but you proved yourself worthy 
of being called the Wise Man of Israel 
by saying, among other profound state- 
ments, “God hath made man upright 
[anatomically and morally]; but they 
have sought out many _ inventions” 
(Eccles. 7:29). And many of these liter- 
ary, pictorial, and cinematographical in- 
ventions have brought man down upon 
all fours. Did John the apostle foresee 
these conditions when he wrote, “I saw 
three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragon”? (Rev. 
16: 13.) 

Lest our climbing become wearisome, 
we shall stop with the next limb. We 
shall pass by the kangaroos, elephants, 
and whales and consider lastly the bats. 
I remember paddling a canoe along the 
shores of a certain bay one afternoon, 
without even suspecting that there were 
any bats within miles. But on return- 
ing in the dusk of the evening I found 
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that the air was loathsome with them. 
Evidently they loved the darkness rather 
than the light. And how like many peo- 
ple they are, in this respect! Folk who 
refuse to come to Christ that they might 
have life and light, blinded by the god 
of this world to the power of the Gos- 


pel, lest they should be saved. How 
tragic is such a condition! How un- 
necessary is such a condition while 


Christ, who is the Light of the world, 
stands ready to flood their soul with 
the glory of His gloom-dispelling pres- 
ence! The similarity of their blinded 
condition to that of the bat’s need never 
be. If they would but will to do His 
will (John 7:17), they would be enabled 
joyously to join their voices to those 
of other Christians and say, “Once I 
was blind, but now I can see; the Light 
of the world is Jesus!” 

So, we do well to forget all the 
wild theorizing of the evolutionists; but 
may we not forget the lessons learned 
while climbing the imaginary evolu- 
tionary tree. 

HAMILTON, ONT., CAN. 


Your Daily Vacation Bible School 


Can you afford not to have one? 


UR small church did not have a 

Vacation Bible School because we 
thought we could not afford it. Now 
after trying it for two years, we are 
convinced we cannot afford not to have 
one. We maintained a school with an 
average attendance of fifty for 5 cents 
per day per pupil. Perhaps our plan 
will help you in this worthy work, 
if you undertake it alone or with other 
churches in your community. 

Our volunteer workers were our pas- 
tor’s family, our Sunday school super- 
intendent, teachers, and some mothers. 
Using the church building and requir- 
ing no light or heat, we had no cost 
for these. Our expenses included hand- 
work materials, textbooks for teachers, 
and notebooks for children. 

Children from six to sixteen were reg- 
istered. You may find you need to take 
them younger and only to fourteen. Our 
Primary group included six to eight- 
year-olds; Juniors, nine to twelve; In- 
termediates, thirteen and fourteen; ad- 
vanced Intermediates, 15 and 16. The 
age groups were for Bible drill and text- 
book study. 

Classes were held 
morning from 9 to 11.30. 
was divided as follows: 


each weekday 
The schedule 


(1) 20 minutes—worship and opening, 


object sermon and Bible verse. 
(2) 50 minutes—25 minutes Bible drill, 
25 minutes study of text, 
10 minutes—play. 
(3) 60 minutes—handwork. 
(4) 10 minutes—story and closing. 





By ESTHER MILLER PAYLER 


A detailed explanation of these four 
periods follows: 

(1) All assembled singing choruses 
such as “I Have the Joy Down in My 
Heart,” “Brighten the Corner,” or any 
favorites. Pupil sentence prayers were 
encouraged. There was a brief object 
lesson. You can work out your own, 
or use a text like “Junior Object Ser- 
mons,” by Jacob J. Sessler (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York 10: $1.50). We 
marched to our classes singing, “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers.” 

(2) Our secretary circulated around 
during study period, marking attend- 
ance so as not to interfere with the 
teachers. 


For twenty-five minutes we drilled 
Bible verses and passages. Some were 
learned silently, recited aloud. Some- 


times they were repeated in choir 
fashion. Each child was encouraged to 
bring his own Bible. 

For ten minutes there was a play 
period, outdoors when possible, spent in 
action games suitable to the age group. 

A twenty-five minute study from the 
textbook was next. We purchased only 
a teacher's book, using a dime notebook, 
thus saving the cost of workbooks 

Your publishing house can give you 
a list of the textbooks and courses for 
each age group. We selected ours by 
sending for sample copies, which 
teachers studied before the planning 
meeting, and reported on. One teacher, 
instead of using the text, worked out 
her own outline one year from the Book 
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of Psalms, and another year on the 
Life of Christ, using the Gospels. Mis- 
sionary programs can be worked out 
from texts and periodicals. 

(3) Handwork should be helpful as 
well as time-filling. We used many 
things available at home. If you pre- 
pare ahead, workers can get together 
many things about the house, 

Christmas and greeting cards may be 
pasted together and used for hospitals 
and missionaries, 

Pictures on the life of Christ, or any 
Biblical theme, can be pasted on large 
pieces cf corrugated paper, and be used 
for a long time in departments of the 
Sunday school. 

Used tin cans can be made into candle 
holders, small bowls, and flower holders, 
Cheese boxes and wood scraps can be 
made into bird houses, book racks, and 
cutting boards. 

Our advanced Intermediates made a 
survey of the church and decided paint- 
ing was needed in one room and cur- 
tains in another. The boys did the 
painting; the girls made the stencilled 
curtains. Intermediates made bulletin 
boards for several rooms. 

Corrugated paper may be cut, bound 
with tape, and painted to make hot pads, 

Scraps of material can be made into 
stuffed toys for hospitals and nurseries. 
Scrapbooks; jars and bottles covered 
with dripped candle wax and bright paint 
are attractive. Weaving of raffia and reed 


is easily learned. Crepe paper adds 
endless’ variety. The manufacturers 


supply instruction books. Wool novel- 
ties can be made from bits of wool. 
Buckles and pins can be made by cov- 
ering curtain rings with wool, using a 
buttonhole stitch, then filling in, and 
making flowers and leaves of French 
knots. A safety pin is sewed on the 
back. 

We tried to have something for each 
child to take home and something also 
that could be given to some institution 
to stress the “others” idea. 

(4) In the final get together each day, 
there was a brief story, singing and 
closing prayer. Sometimes we had pupil 
solos or special instrumental numbers. 

At the graduation, each group was 
responsible for one number. There was 
an exhibit of handwork. Parents and 
friends were invited. A freewill offer- 
ing helped the work. 

GERMANTOWN, OHIO. 
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Getting Young Folks 
To Study Their Bibles 


By Margaret Schumaker 


TTENDANCE had always been good 
at the young people’s society of 
which I am sponsor. Our young peo- 
ple, averaging about twenty in number, 
looked forward to the Sunday evening 
gatherings. They were enthusiastic 


during the opening hymn sing, led by 
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a member of their group. The business 
meeting, too, held its share of atten- 
tion. The young people were efficient 
in planning for any program or event. 

But when it came to the Bible study 
period, something was definitely lacking. 
In spite of the fact that reading assign- 
ments were made a week in advance, 


frequently only two or three of the 
entire group had “read through” the 


assignment even once. Volunteers for 
the discussion were few, and the ques- 
tion and answer period was a dismal 
failure. 

I was thoroughly discouraged. And 
then I hit upon an idea that has really 
motivated our young people in their 
Bible study. I suggested that from our 
collection a small sum be set aside for 
the purchase of various Biblical memen- 
tos and souvenirs to be presented each 
week to those who had prepared the 
weekly assignments. 

The young people immediately voted 
to accept my suggestion. However, I 
felt I was being extremely optimistic 
when I ordered a full number of the 
first mementos, chronological charts of 
Biblical events, for the following week. 

Imagine my joy when at the next 
meeting sixteen of the group had pre- 
pared their assignments and earned me- 
mentos. 

At first I feared this new enthusiasm 
might be a passing fancy, but time has 
removed any doubts. The young peo- 
ple now take pride in their Bible study 
and in their collection of Biblical sou- 
The discussions are lively, and 


venirs. 
the question and answer period has be- 
come a real battle of wits! And are 


these young people learning the Bible? 
Believe me, they’re keeping their spon- 
sor on her toes, 
RoOcHELLE, ILL, 
4 


as 


Intruders in the Nation's Capitol 
(Continued from second page) 


and Jews, how to start a new crusade 
to the Holy Land. “The function of the 
great assembly was little more than to 
listen and to endorse the decretals read 
by the Pope.” Familiar “ecumenical” 
note ! 

Writing to the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, Pope Innocent III, who looks 
down from the hall of Congress on duly 
elected representatives of the American 
nation, said, “The Lord left to Peter the 
government, not only of the church, but 
also of the whole world.” That includes 
the United States of America and is the 
“infallible,” unrepealable, irreducible, 
and eternal statement of the papacy. 

To King John of England he laid down 
the law of human society in similar 
fashion: 

“The King of kings so established the 
kingship and the priesthood in the 
church that the kingship should be 
priestly and the priesthood royal, as is 
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evident from the Apostle Peter and from 
the Law of Moses, setting one Over al}. 
whom He appointed His Vicar on earth. 

“To princes power is given on earth, 
but to priests it is attributed also in 
Heaven; to the former only over bodies, 
to the latter also over souls. Whence 
it follows that by so much as the soul 
is superior to the body, the priesthood 
is superior to the kingship. Single rulers 
have single provinces and single kings 
single kingdoms, but Peter, as in the 
plenitude, so in the extent of his power, 
is pre-eminent over all, since he is the 
Vicar of Him whose is the earth and 
the fullness thereof, the whole world 
and all that dwell therein.” 

Such was this very sophisticated In- 
nocent. His nephew and _= successor. 
Gregory IX, a chip of the old block, ex. 
communicated Frederick II for refusal 
to undertake a crusade, raised an insur- 
rection in Germany against him, and 
forced him to beg for absolution in 1230. 
Nine years later he released his German 
subjects from the allegiance due him. 

Worse than all, he systematized the 
Inquisition, entrusting it to the Domin- 
icans, 

He, too, was a church unionist, seven 
hundred years ago, having sent monks 
to Constantinople to negotiate a merger 
that the Eastern Catholics “might all be 
one,” that is, might be absorbed in the 
Roman Church, 

The only defense given for his pres- 
ence in our House of Representatives 
is that “he was a great law giver,” by 
which is meant that he issued a new 
compilation of decretals. These he took 
care to make standard textbooks in 
canon law at Bologna and Paris. 

Canon law? The decrees of the papacy 
without correction or modification by 
the people of any nation! Laws handed 
down from above, the very antipodes 
of laws as drafted, discussed, and passed 
by representatives of the people in 
Washington. 

The third of this Catholic trio was a 
layman and hence less objectionable. 
But he was the right kind of layman 
in priestly eyes, one who bought from 
the Emperor of Constantinople the crown 
of thorns, parts of the true cross, the 
holy lance which pierced Christ’s side, 
and the holy sponge — building the beau- 
tiful Sainte Chapelle in Paris as their 
reliquary. He fasted, loved sermons, 
attended Mass twice daily, and when he 
traveled was always surrounded by a 
cortége of monks, singing the hours. As 
he gave hair shirts to others to wear, 
the presumption is that he wore one 
himself. Such was his special qualifi- 
cation for presence in this royal and 
priestly little Hall of Fame set up in 
our nation’s Capitol. 

All of which recalls F. D. R.’s “per- 
sonal representative” at the Vatican. 
This last was an unconstitutional viola- 
tion of the Senate’s prerogative. The 
former is a reproach to the House and 
all it stands for. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. 
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 
5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 


APRIL 1. 


Genesis 1 and 2; Psalm 104; John 1:1-3; printed text, Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31 


Golden Text. - O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all. 


THE CREATION 


Psa. 104:24 


28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth 

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing 
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in 
the which is the fruit of a treee yielding seed; to you it shall 
be for meat. 

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the 
air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein 
there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it 
Was so. 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D 
Approach to the Lesson 
é<“ LITIMATE origins are inscrut- 
| able.” declared Sir Oliver 
Ledge, the brilliant British 
scientist. As a spokesman for science, 








he was right. Ultimate origins are of 
necessity a matter of revelation, being 
altogether outside the sphere of observa- 
tion. and even of deduction. The Bible 
offers its account of the beginnings, not 
as a discovery, but as a revelation. If 
science began here, it would get into 
fewer tangles, and its path would not 
be so strewn with discarded theories, 
Worshipers of science frequently af- 
fect great disdain for the Biblical ac- 
count of the origins of things. But sup- 
pose the first chapters of Genesis had 
perfectly coincided with the scientific 
tenets of the nineteenth century, it 
would be all out of harmony with the 
scientist of the twentieth century. We 
do well to remember that science is not 
a great constant, but a continual groping, 
with a great mass of trial and error to 
its credit. On the other hand, the Bib- 
lical statements present essential truths, 
not in the language of the scientist, but 
in the language of man. Science has 
not yet interpreted these majestic state- 


ments in anything like completeness, 
which is the reason for the apparent 


But true science is mov- 
ing in that direction. Faith does not 
fear new discoveries. It welcomes them, 
but it does bid some of the hypotheses 
of current science not to lift their heads 
too high. 

Four different words are used to de- 
scribe God’s activities in creation: He 
created, He made, He formed, and He 
built (Gen, 2:22, R.V.. marg.). Three 
times it is declared that He created (1: 


discrepancies. 


Notice, then, where 
matter, 


brought into being. 
this word is used — concerning 
sentient life, and man. These are the 
three great divisions. I know that we 
used to be taught in school that the three 
“kingdoms” were the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal, and we were expected to 
classify ourselves with the animal king- 
dom. Whatever value this classification 
may have, it does not touch the root 
of things as does the Biblical grouping. 
Despite our physical similarities with 
the animal, and our relation with the 
dust, man is a creature apart, as Gene- 
sis 1:27 emphasizes, 

While it is good to consider the bear- 
ings of the first chapter of Genesis on 
modern science and philosophy, we 
should also try to read this God-given 
account of origins in its own light. Feel 
the majesty of it, coupled with its rare 
simplicity. Seek to stand with God, 
looking on as He works, till the Psalm 
of our lesson (Psa. 104) becomes your 
own anthem of praise to the great God 
of wonders. “Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
O Lord my God, thou art very great.” 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 1:1.—“In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heaven and the earth.” The 
“beginning” here referred to is the first 
stroke of time, which witnessed the very 
start of God’s creative work. The “be- 
ginning” of John 1:1 really goes beyond 
that, and fills all eternity before time 
began. The Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is older than this universe, as eternity 
is older than time. The word for 
“heaven” is a plural word, so the re- 
visers have given us “heavens.” The old 
English word for “heaven” is also plural 
in form, “welkin.” 

Verse 2.—“‘And the earth was without 
form, and void.” For similar expressions 


26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our : 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, _ 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon sixth day. 
the earth. Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
21 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
created he him; male and female created he them. International Council of Religious Education. 
< < < < 
Th L Wh | 1, 21, 27). Creation is an original act, see Job 12:24, Isaiah 24:10, Jeremiah 4:23. 
e Lesson as a ole in which something entirely new is Nothing is said here about the conditicn 


of the heavens, only of the earth, with 
whose story, as the habitation of man, 
the writer is interested. Some hold that 
the verb “was” should be rendered “be- 
came,” indicating some great disaster 
which overtook the primal creation. 
Those who hold this view. generally con- 
nect the catastrophe with the fall of 
Lucifer (Isa, 14:12-14). Others affirm 
that the verb “was” simply refers to the 
state of things at the time in question. 
This, of course, does not deny such an 
upheaval, but simply says that it is not 
in the text. “And the Spirit cf God 
moved upon the face of the waters.” In 
the formless state of the earth, it seems 
to have been wrapped in a deep, dark 
“blanket” of waters. Upon this mass the 
Holy Spirit “brooded” as the energizing, 
life-bestowing power of God. 


Verse 3.—“And God said, Let there be 
light: and there was light.” “God is 
light” (1 John 1:5), and His first opera- 
tion is to dispel darkness. The question 
arises, whether there could be light be- 
fore the creation of the sun, or at least 
before the sun was brought into relation 
with the earth, which was the work of 
the fourth day (vs. 14-19). The sun is 
not the only source of light, but it is 
clear that on the fourth day the heavenly 
bodies were established in their func- 
tions toward this earth as light-bearers 
and measurers of time. Till then, the 
primeval light ordered day and night. 


Verse 4.—“And God saw the light, that 
it was gOod.” This is the first in a series 
of such statements, culminating in the 
“very good” of verse 31. Whatever the 
cause of man’s sin, and the subsequent 
curse, it cannot be laid to any defect in 
the work of God. “And God divided the 
light from the darkness.” God hates 
confusion. He is the great divider, Too 
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many of us try to live in the dusk of 
mingled right and wrong. 

Verse 5.—‘“And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.” God’s order 
is, from night to morning, not, from 
morning to night, as it is with man. 
God’s last morning will have no eve- 
ning. The Jews began their day with 
sundown, perhaps in recognition of the 
divine order. 

Verse 26.—“Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness.” The dignity 
of man as the highest of the creatures is 
seen (a) in the deliberate counsel pre- 
ceding the act of creation, (b) in the 
image of God upon his being, (c) in the 
dominion committed to him, (d) in the 
special act by which he became a living 
soul (chap, 2:7). The plural language 
of this verse (us, our) seems to antici- 
pate the revelation of the holy Trinity. 

Verse 27.—“So God created man in 
his Own image ,, . created .. . created.” 
The triple use of the word “created” is 
very emphatic, See also the double em- 
phasis on “the image of God.” Exactly 
that is what distinguishes us from the 
brute — personality, self-consciousness, 
self-determining will, moral responsibil- 
ity, a capacity for God. The male and 
the female share in this high dignity. 

‘ Verse 28.—“And God blessed them.” 
The blessing was in the form of a com- 
mand, which implied special powers from 
the Creator. The command of God gives 
moral dignity to the act of procreation, 
and lays moral condemnation on its per- 
version. It is significant that even fallen 
man is feared by the brute creation. 
Even the wolf will slink away from man, 

Verses 29, 30—“Behold, I have given 
you every herb.” It would seem that 
before the Flood the diet of man and 
beast alike was purely vegetarian, After 
the Flood, God sanctioned the eating of 
meat (Gen. 9:3). 

Verse 31—‘And God saw every thing 

very good.” “He hath done all 
things well” (Mark 7:37). The Jews 
spoke better than they knew, for it was 
the same One who had made all things 
well at the beginning (John 1:1, 2). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

I love to read the creation story with 
John 1:1-3 and Colossians 1:16, 17 in 
mind. The Lord whom we know as the 
babe of Bethlehem and the man of Cal- 
vary was present at the beginning of 
all things, as God’s right hand in all 
this work (cf. Psa. 80:17). What a link 
between creation and redemption ! Isaac 
Watts brings the thought into one of 
his finest hymns: 

Well might the sun in darkness hide, 

And shut his glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 
For man the creature’s sin. 

We must learn to look on objects of 
nature, not just as items of interest, but 
4s testimonies of God, calling us to wor- 
ship Him. The Psalmist, looking up to 
the hosts of Heaven, exclaimed, “The 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. March 25.—Through Death to Life 
(Easter). Mark 15 and 16 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. April 8.—The Beginnings of Sin. 
Genesis 3:1 to 5:5; 6:5 to 9:17 








heavens declare the glory of God” (Psa. 
19:1). The seraphim, looking down on 
the earth, chanted, “The whole earth is 
full of his glory” (Isa. 6:3). So whether 
We are viewing the astronomical won- 
ders, or admiring the majesty of the 
mountains, or sensing the fragrance of a 
rose, we should be saying, “The glory of 
God.” 

Yet is not the glory dimmed, since sin 
entered our world? This will give us a 
pang of sadness, but we shall not de- 
spair. For the same Lord who took hold 
of the formless waste of Genesis 1:2 and 
made it the “very good” of chapter 1:31 
will again renew the face of His crea- 
tion, till every mark of the curse is gone. 
And, wonder of wonders, that same Lord, 
creator and redeemer, can take hold of 
this confused, broken life of mine, and 
make it a thing of beauty, in His own 
image, after His likeness (2 Cor. 5:17; 
1 John 3:2). 


Outline of the Lesson 

I 
First day: light (Gen, 1:3-5). 
Second day: firmament (vs, 6-8). 


Third day: earth and seas, vegetation 
(vs. 9-13). 

Fourth day: sun, moon, and stars (vs. 
14-19). 


Fifth day: fish and fowl] (vs, 20-23). 

Sixth day: animals, man (vs. 24-31). 
II 

The order of creation (as above). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW are the “beginnings” of Genesis 
1:1 and John 1:1 related? 

2. What is the scope of the creative act 
of Genesis 1:1? 

3. What four words are used to de- 
scribe God’s activity in bringing the 
universe into being? 

4. What stages in the divine activity 
are marked by the word “created”? 

5. What are the marks of special dig- 
nity in the creation of man? 

6. How would you define the image 
of God in man? 

7. Was God’s image in man lost by the 
entrance of sin? 

8. Is it worldly to admire the beauties 
of nature? 

9. How far can we expect agreement 
between the Biblical account of creation 
and science? 

10. How is the Trinity hinted at in the 
first chapter of Genesis? 

(Answers on page 244) 
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The song of creation (Psa, 104). 
The Lord of creation (John 1:1-3). 


Topics for Development 


Form and Fullness, The earth is de- 
scribed as “waste and void” (Gen. 1:2, 
R.V.). It was a formless mass, and 
empty. See, then, how the first three 
days bring form out of waste, and the 
next three days bring fullness for empti- 
ness. Write down, vertically, the work 
of the first three days, then in a paralle] 
column the work of the next three days, 
Now examine the relation between days 
1 and 4, days 2 and 5, and days 3 and 6. 
Do you see how the fullness of column 
2 answers to the form of column 1? 

Truth Answers Error. Many have 
pointed out how the first chapter of 
Genesis forestalls many popular errors, 

As against atheism, it teaches the ex. 
istence of God. 

As against polytheism, it teaches but 
one God. 

As against unitarianism, it teaches the 
plurality of the being of God. 

As against pantheism, it teaches the 
personality and transcendence of God. 

As against materialism, it teaches the 
spirituality of God and man, and the 
noneternity of matter. 

As against evolutionism, it teaches di- 
rect creation and the fixedness of the 
species. , 

Problems. There are enough problems 
in the first chapter of Genesis to keep 
the student busy all his life. 

1. How did the earth come to be “waste 
and void”? (1:2.) Does this describe 
the original matter which God created 
and threw into space, and upon which 
He worked to form the earth, as a pot- 


ter throws a lump of clay onto the 
wheel? Or was the original earth vis- 
ited with a great catastrophe which 


called for a remaking? For a full dis- 
cussion of the latter theory read G. H. 
Pember’s “Earth’s Earliest Ages.” (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $2.95.) 
2. Were the creation days epochs of 
long duration, or were they days of 
twenty-four hours? Dr. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin, who wrote the notes for this 
lesson in the issue of March 20, 1937, 
believes that epochs are referred to, Dr. 
J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., has written 
strongly in favor of the twenty-four- 
hour day interpretation, and Dr. J. P. 
Free expresses his preference for the 
same in his “Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,” page 20. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., $5.) 
What is the answer? If we had the 
answer, there would be no problem. We 
may have our opinions and preferences, 
but we do not yet have all the facts. 


Personal Applications 

Put “in the beginning God” into your 
life, and the end will be a man in His 
likeness (Gen. 1:1, 27). 

The Holy Spirit is God’s answer to all 
confusion, yet some would make Him the 
author of confusion. 
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Lesson for April | 


God is still speaking light into the 
darkness (Psa, 119: 130). 

What God hath put asunder, let not 
Keep the issues of 


right and wrong, 


man join together. 
light and darkness, 
clear. 

Have you tears for the 
of Ged? 

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image.” The God 
wants is a redeemed man in the likeness 
of His Son. 

Man's day always ends in night; God’s 
Keep look- 


broken image 


only image 


night always ends in day! 
ing up! 
Golden Text 


Psalm 104: 24.- 
works! in 


“O Lord, how manifold 
are thy wisdom hast thou 
made them all.” It is not always the 
man who does the most that does the 
best. A man who writes much, paints 
much, composes much is likely to mingle 
poor work with the good. Gcd's works 
are many, and all good, all marked by 
the same infinite wisdom, 
WHEATON, ILL, 
we 


From the Plattorm 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“O Worship the King” 
“All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 


A Prayer Before’ the 
mighty God, our Heavenly Father, who 
hast made Heaven and earth and all 
that is therein, we praise Thee for the 
wisdom, power, and love behind Thy 
creative work, for Thy constant care of 
Thy creatures. for all that nourishes and 
gladdens our own earthly life. Most of 
all we thank Thee for the great gift of 
the Lord Jesus and eternal life thrcugh 
Him. Make us glad to serve Thee in 
trustful obedience all our days, and may 
we ever grow in knowledge of Thyself 
and Thy Wherever men 
live in superstition and degradation 
through lack of the truth about Thy- 
self, there let Thy Word be sent and Thy 
Gespel preached. Where men have Thy 
truth but neglect or oppose it, bring 
them to repent and to trust the Saviour. 
Bless our homes and dear ones. Be 
merciful to the sick and sad. Guide our 
rulers, guard our land, make us more 
worthy cf our freedom and all our priv- 
ileges, leading us ever to seek first Thy 
Kingdom. Forgive us, cleanse us anew, 
and bless us by Thy Word here today, 
for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Walking along our 
street last spring one day, I noticed scme 
crocuses blooming in a neighbor’s lawn. 
As I got closer I saw they formed the 
street number of my neighbor's house. 
Did that just happen? Did those flowers 
form that number through mere chance? 
Not a bit of it! My neighbor planted 
the bulbs in such a way that when they 
grew and bloomed the numbers he 


Lesson.—Al- 


will for us 
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wanted would appear in flower forma- 
tion on his lawn. Behind those floral 
figures lay the thought and work of the 
one who planted the bulbs. No one 
would believe it happened by chance. 
Nor can we believe that the world 
and all the wonders it holds just came 
to be by chance. Someone must have 





WHENCE OMES ALL? 
NOT BY HANCE 
BUT REATION 
made it all. And when we read in the 


Bible that “God created the heaven and 
the earth” and all they contain, we know 
it must be true. So much in our world 
shows the thought and design of the 
Maker, that I know God must have made 
both the world and the life with which 
it teems. 
He only is the Maker 
Of all things near and far; 
He paints the wayside flower, 
He lights the evening star: 
The winds and waves obey Him, 
By Him the birds are fed; 
Much more to us His children, 
He gives our daily bread. 
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The more you get to know of the mar- 
vels of God's creation, the more you 
will thrill to the words of cur Golden 
Text: “O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou made them 
all.” 
All good gifts around us 
Are sent from Heaven above; 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
For all His love 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).—The 
fact that God is the creator of the uni- 
verse is clearly stated again and again 
in the Bible. Genesis says, “In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven ard the 
earth.” Hebrews says, “Through faith 
we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God” (11:3). 

Creaticn of a universe is such a stu- 
pendous thing that it is really beyond 
the power of an unregenerated man’s 
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mind to conceive. It is something which 
can only be entertained by faith! Hence 
we need not be surprised at the many 
denials of God’s creative act which 
abound today. It is only natural that 
if creation is denied, man must invent 
some theory of the origin of the uni- 
verse; for it is here! 

I once read of a distinguished Scots- 
man who wrote with his finger in the 
corner of his garden, in the soft mold, 
the letters of his son’s name. He sowed 
garden cress in the furrows, covered 
up the seed, and smoothed the ground. 
Some days after this the boy came run- 
ning to his father, and with astonish- 
ment in his countenance shouted to him 
that his name was growing in the gar- 
den. The father laughed at the report, 
and seemed to disregard it, but the boy 
insisted on his going to see what had 
happened. 

“Yes,” said the father with assumed 
indifference, “I see it is so; but what is 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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there in this worthy of notice? Is it 
not mere chance?” “It cannot be so,” 
said the boy. “Somebody must have ar- 
ranged matters so as to cause it.” 

“Look at yourself,” replied the father, 
“and consider your hands and fingers, 
your legs and your feet. Came you 
here by chance?” “No,” he answered. 
“Something must have made me.” “And 
who is that something?” asked the father, 
He said, “I don’t know.” Then the father 
drew away the veil from this great back- 
ground of human life and told him that 
“in the beginning God created .. .” 

“And the earth was without form, and 
void .. .” (Gen 1:2).—This is certainly 
not as it was created, for God is a Mas- 
ter workman. He only does perfect 
work. We are definitely told that “he 
created it not in vain” (Isa. 45:18). He- 
brew students point out that the word 
“vain” is the same as the expression 
“without form” in the verse we are con- 
sidering. Its real meaning is “waste.” 
Some cataclysm of which we are not 
told reduced the earth to that condition. 

For centuries caravans rode to and 
fro across the great deserts of the East, 
and no one saw anything more than the 
deserted and drifted sand of centuries. 
Yet all the while there lay beneath the 
blown sand, cities with their temples, 
palaces, marbles, and works of art. But 
one day there comes a man who knows, 
and he begins to dig, and there comes to 
light this buried magnificence ! 

Even if there had been a man at the 
time the earth became waste, with eyes 
to peer through the darkness on ‘that 
heaving mass, he could not have dreamed 
of the reordered world which God was 
going to make manifest! 

Typically, the ruined condition of the 
earth following its original creation pic- 
tures a fallen creature. The Spirit of 
God and the Word of God: “Let there 
be light,” wrought the change for the 
earth, and the same two agencies are 
used in the regeneration of a sinner to- 
day. (See 2 Cor. 4:6.) 

I read recently of a young man in 
France who had deserted his home and 
parents and wasted his savings and had 
come to want. He decided to return 
home, but as he sat on a hill overlook- 
ing his home he became despondent and 
afraid. 

The Lord led a colporteur from the 
British and Foreign Bible Society to ap- 
proach him as he sat bewildered and 
depressed, 

The colporteur showed him the books 
he had for sale and, little by little, drew 
out the young man’s story. Thereupon 
the colporteur opened his Bible and read 
the story of the prodigal son. Through 
the power of the Spirit, the young man 
saw its application to himself and broke 
down — and gladly received the message 
of forgiveness from the Lord. But he 
was still afraid to return home. 

The colporteur told him to remain 
there while he went to the home pointed 
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out in the valley and sought to sell a 
Bible. When asked about its contents, 
he opened it and read to the parents the 
same passage. They, too, saw the appli- 
cation to themselves and broke down, 
Needless to say, there was soon a recon- 
ciliation, also great rejoicing over what 
had been accomplished by the Spirit of 
God through the Word of God. 

“And God said, Let us make man ,, .” 
(Gen, 1:26).—Man is not the result of 
a fortuitous chain of circumstances. Man 
is not “the development of a bit of 
protoplasm.” He is a special creation of 
God. 

“From what I know,” said Professor 
Pritchard, a student of the phenomena 
of vision, “through my own specialty, 
both geometry and experiment, of the 
structure of lenses and the human eye, 
I do not believe that any amount of 
time consistent with the requirements of 
our astronomical knowledge could have 
issued in the production of that most 
beautiful and complicated instrument, 
the human eye. There are too many 
curved surfaces, too many distances, too 
many densities of the media, each essen- 
tial to the other; too great a facility of 
ruin by slight disarrangement to admit 
of anything short of the intervention of 
intelligent Will.” 

“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth” (Eccles, 12:1). 

The great Creator became my Saviour, 

And all God's fullness dwelleth in Him. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when one is on the sea- 

shore or beside a mountain range 
he is bound to be tremendously im- 
pressed by the wonder and the vastness 
of God's creative power. From where 
I am sitting at this moment I can see 
the Great Smoky Mountains of the Ap- 
palachian Range; they are covered with 
snow, and against the clear blue sky 
their outline is a lofty token to the ma- 
jesty and greatness of their Creator. 
But perhaps the most profound sense 
of wonder comes when we look up into 
the sky, especially on a clear night, and 
see without glasses millions of planets 
and stars stretching out into infinite 
space. And when the telescope comes 
into play, one simply gets lost in the 
maze of immensity. The Mount Palomar 
telescope (California Institute of Tech- 
nology), the largest in the world, 200 
inches in diameter, recently installed, is 
capable of penetrating space to a dis- 
tance of one thousand million light 
years. That is one billion light years. 
One way to get an understanding of a 
billion is to begin counting, but few of 
us would live long enough to finish. 
Using labor’s 40-hour per week schedule, 
and counting at the rate of 100 to the 
minute (which is faster than seconds) 
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it would require 82 years to count a 


billion. “A billion light years!” And 
what is a “light year’? Light travels 


at the rate of 186,324 miles per second, 
which would be, in round numbers, 11 
million miles per minute, 670 million 
miles per hour, 16 billion miles per day, 
5.876 billion miles per year. That's a 
light year, Multiply that by a billion 
and you get some idea (maybe!) of how 
many miles into space the Mt, Palomar 
telescope penetrates! With it can be 
photographed many additional solar sys- 
tems, including millions and millions of 
unnamed stars and planets, some of them 
many times larger than our own little 
world. God’s creative power in im- 
mensity alone staggers the imagination. 
“He stretcheth out the north over the 
empty place, and hangeth the earth upon 
nothing” (Job 26:7). 

Equally wonderful (if not more so) 
is the way in which God has organ- 
ized physical life. If you are fifteen 
years old that little pump in your heart 
has pushed the blood to your toes and 
fingertips thirty-seven million times with 
no effort on your part; indeed, you were 
unconscious of the operation, for the 
most part. It even went on pumping 
while you slept. Similar processes func- 
tion in tiny insects, pulsating with life. 

I took a visiting friend to see the 
great hydroelectric power plant here, 
where huge generators, with capacity 
of 160,000 kilowatts, were pouring out 
electric power into thousands of homes, 
factories, and cities. He was thrilled 
by the smooth operation of the huge 
machinery and many ingenious gadgets. 
But as we came away, on the concrete 
pavement outside, there was crawling 
along the edge of the walk a little red 
caterpillar, every part of it from head 
to tail throbbing with life and motion. 
He pointed to it and said, “There is some- 


thing more marvelous than everything 
we have been seeing in the past hour !” 

Man's genius and skill constructed the 
great power plant (God enabled him to 
do it), but only the great Creator Him- 
self could make a caterpillar and set 
it on its wey And when we consider 


the stretch from the tiniest microscopic 


insect, out to the vast universe with its 
many solar systems swinging in space 
with perfect rhythm throughout the 
ages, with all the throbbing life be- 
tween these two extremes, it is too 
much! When we realize that one great 
Creator made it all and continuously 


sustains and supervises its every move- 
ment — we simply have to gasp. 

“And God said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So God cre- 
ated man in his own image .. .” (Gen. 
1:26, 27). Fellows, is it not surpassing 
strange that man should become re- 
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bellious against God, misusing such a 
stewardship? Is it not strange that man 
should turn aside from the infinite wis- 
dom of God and attempt to dictate what 
he shall do with himself and how he 
shall deal with the created things which 
God has placed in his care? Man has 
done (and is doing) exactly that, 
whereby the justice and the holiness of 
God Almighty is violated and man is 
condemned to die. 

But here is where the grace of God 
comes in. He has provided a way of 
escape. “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). When you are sorry for 
your sin and confess it, and accept Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour, who died on the 
cross to pay the penalty for your sin, you 
are saved. Then you are qualified really 
to be a good steward of the marvelous 
creations of His marvelous power, 

That is the only way to have a happy 
life ! 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE WoRLD’s BEGINNING 

HIS quarter we are going to try 

to get a bird’s-eye view of the Bible. 
In thirteen lessons we are going to travel 
from the Creation to the Church Age 
in which we now live. I hope these 
lessons will help us to learn to think 
through the Bible. A Christian should 
be as much at home in the Bible as he 
is in his own house. Everyone knows 
which articles of furniture belong in 
the kitchen and which in the bedroom. 
Yet I have seen people turn the pages 
of a Bible helplessly from Genesis to 
Revelation looking for the life of Paul! 
After this quarter we will have no ex- 
cuse for such ignorance. 

Our first two lessons are in the Book 
of Genesis. Genesis has been called the 
seed plot of the Bible because it is the 
foundation of God’s whole revelation to 


man. Every New Testament writer 
either quotes from Genesis or makes 
some reference to it. What does the 


name “Genesis” mean? (Beginnings.) In 
Genesis we find the beginnings of every- 
thing we can see: the world: the sun, 
moon, and stars; all kinds of vegetation; 
animal life, and human life. We also 
find the beginnings of some things we 
cannot see, such as sin and death. Gen- 
esis also gives us the beginnings of 
nations, languages, and so on. It even 
gives the first promises of a Saviour to 
come. Here are eight words that will 
help us to remember the main events of 
Genesis in their proper order: Creation, 


Fall, Flood, Tower, Abraham, Isaac, Ja- 
cob, Joseph, 
Turn to Genesis 1:1. What are the 
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ica’s best writers . . . down- 
articles on Christian living... 


testimonies from young Christ 


. thrilling 


ians. 


Why not send it to the boy or girl 


down the street? 


We'll send the next 


nine issues for a special introductory 


price of $1.00(regular subscripti 
$1.50 a Vear), 
day school class. 


on price, 


Or send it to your Sun- 
Order as many sub- 


scriptions as you wish at this low price. 
Include yourself, and learn more about 
Young Life Campaign, the mission to 


America’s teen- Hance 


YOUNG LIFE Magazine 
Dept. S 


4215 Live Oak Street, Dallas 4, Texas 


Send YOUNG LIFE for the next nine months to 


Name 





Street and No. 





City Zone 


State 





My dollar bill or check is attached 
Canada and foreign countries.) 


($1.25 for 
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76 Below Zero But 
Sun Shines All Night | 





Up in Alaska, which has beauty | 
on the grandest scale of any coun- 
try you ever visited, the thermom- 
eter once registered 76 below zero 
at Fort Yukon. And did you know 
that at Fairbanks, they play base- 
ball at midnight in June because 
the summer sun shines all night? 
Sunrise and sunset are almost 
simultaneous on June 21. Alaska 
is full of surprises and grandeur. 
Strawberries aren’t quite as large 
as apples, but the mountains rise 
to 20,310 ft., and the sea in the 
Inside Passage is as level and 
smooth as Fifth Avenue. 





Here is a trip for citizens of 
America who don’t like ocean 
voyages, Sail to Alaska, and en- 
joy 3 very appetizing meals every 
day, and at the same time revel 
in the pleasure and relaxation of 
a long vacation on shipboard — the 
brisk, cool days, the clear, sunny 
nights, the tang of the sea air, the 
fresh, icy winds off Glacier Bay, 
the friendly porpoises racing your 
liner, the mountains on horizons 
east and west, the companionships 
of the cruise, and, above all, the 
ship riding flat as a pancake! 





Sunday School Times readers are 
especially invited to go on the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise to 
Alaska, our 12th trip—28 days. 
Associate Editor John W. Lane, Jr., 
will send you a folder. Read it, 
and you'll probably insist on 
Alaska — nothing less will do. 





But, suppose you only have two 
weeks’ vacation from Chicago, for 
example, and $316.51 to invest. All 
right, we'll fix you up with a de 
luxe train ride in a roomette, or 
two in a compartment, and a six- 
day 1,400 mile cruise in the Inside 
Passage. No—just $311.11 is all 
you'll spend! O.K., we’ll provide 
de luxe train trip and a 1,300-mile 
Inside Passage cruise. Even for 
$249.56 we have a bargain cruise. 
Not Alaska, but some sort of scen- 
ery and good! 





Write us how much vacation time 
you have and about what you wish 
to spend. Our suggestions are free 
and very dependable. Address 
| “G.P.A.”—953 Northern Pacific 
Railway Building, St. Paul 1, Minn, 
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first four words in the Bible? God 
was in the beginwing. God Himself is 
the beginning of all things. God is al- 
ways first. Here in Genesis 1:1 we find 
Him revealed as the First Cause, the 
Creator of all things. As we go on 
through the Bible, we will see that God 
is always first. “We love him, because 
he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

The first verse tells us when God cre- 
ated the earth. This is important to 
remember. A fellow teacher once said 
to me: “Science says it took millions of 
years to make diamonds and other things 
in the strata of the earth. I simply can- 
not believe that God created the earth 
six thousand years ago.” I answered, 
“I do not believe that either.” She said, 
“Why, I thought you believed the Bible.” 
I answered: “I certainly do, but the 
Bible does not say anywhere that God 
created the earth six thousand years 
ago. It says He created it ‘in the begin- 
ning.’ I do not have any idea how long 
ago that may have been.” 

Now read verse 2. Hebrew scholars 
tell us that the word “was” here is cor- 
rectly translated “became” and_ that 
“without form” is the same Hebrew word 
which is translated “in vain” in Isaiah 
45:18. Turn to that passage. Here God 
emphatically states that He did not cre- 
ate the earth in the condition in which 
we find it in Genesis 1:2. 

Evidently the earth was wrecked after 
the original creation. And the follow- 
ing verses of Genesis 1 tell of God’s 
getting it ready for man. 

Now drop down to Genesis 1:26. Here 
God says, “Let us make man.” What is 
meant by “us”? The latter part of verse 
2 throws light on that question and so 
does John 1:1. The Bible is God’s reve- 
lation to man, and here in the very first 
chapter we find a reference to the Trin- 
ity — God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit. 

Read verses 27-31. Everything God 
made was very good. No wonder the 
Psalmist cried out, “O Lord, how mani- 
fold are thy works! in wisdom hast 
thou made them all” (Psa. 104:24). 

Last quarter you girls did a fine piece 
of work with your news items on the 
life of Christ. But I believe they were 
most helpful to the older members of 
our Sunday school. This quarter per- 
haps we could do something for the 
younger ones. They are learning Bible 
stories, but I fear they do not have much 
idea of their proper sequence. How 
would you girls like to make a Bible 
storybook for the Sunday school library 
in words that the younger children could 
read for themselves? If we put the 
stories in their proper order, I believe 
it would help them. How many are in 
favor of such a project? Good! And 
since we have an artist in our class, we 
will probably get some original illus- 
trations. But Doris cannot make one 
for every page, so let us all watch for 
Bible pictures we might use. And we 


must pray that God will guide us, 
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Each story must be short, composed of 
simple sentences and easy words. After 
you have written your story bring it to 
me and I will copy it on a large type 
typewriter and return it to you. Then 
you can ask one of your little relatives 
or friends to read it to you. If it is 
simple enough we can put it right into 
our book. I wrote the first story and 
got my little niece in the third grade 
to read it. Here it is. 

Gop Mabe EVERYTHING 


Once there was no land and no sea, 
There were no trees and no flowers. 
But there was God, 

God wanted a place for people to live, 

So God made the world. 

God made the land and the sea, 

He made the trees and the flowers. 

He made the birds and the animals. 

And then God made Adam and Eve. 

Adam was the first man. 

Eve was the first woman. 

God put them into a beautiful garden. 

Everything God made was good, 

The next story should be about the 
Fall. But little children would not un- 
derstand what is meant by that, so we 
had better name it “Adam and Eve.” 

Assignments: Could you write about 
Adam and Eve, Phyllis? You will find 
the story in Genesis 3. Harriet, please 
take the Flood (Gen, 6 to 8). 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

ue 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The World God Made (Gen, 1:1-5, 31a) 


ET’S make a book about a Book — 

about the greatest Book in the 
world! Of course, the Bible! Shall 
our book be rolled like the ancient 
Bibles, or have pages like modern ones? 
Shall we each make one, or have only 
one for the class? Shall we write our 
book in pictures or words? We might 
each make a small book, a page each 
Sunday, and the best page might be 
copied for a larger class book. Then 
for the Children’s Day program we could 
show our large book and tell the story 
of each page. (The Old Testament les- 
sons will be finished the first Sunday 
in June.) 

What is the very first thing your Bible 
tells you in Genesis 1:1? “In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the 
earth” (Memory Verse). Why, that 
tells where everything came from! I 
think we had better put it first in our 
books, too. (Use the upper half of the 
second page, leaving page one for an 
index later. Older children may like 
to draw an open scroll on which to write 
the verse, but it is a little difficult to 
make the right size.) Now on the bot- 
tom of the page let us picture what God 
made, What shape is the earth? (Round.) 
Then let us make a circle about this 
big for it. (Marking around a quarter 
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makes a good size for this purpose. Have 
a supply on hand of cardboard circles 
about that size.) But the second verse 
of Genesis tells us that the earth was 
not pretty. It was all a mess, and dark. 
But in six days God had it all fixed 
pretty. Let us make six more circles 
the same size. 

The first day God made the light shine, 
so there was day and night. (Shade 
half of your circle vertically to repre- 
sent night, and have the children do like- 
wise.) Next day He made the sky and 
sea. (In the second circle draw a wavy 
diameter for the sea waves.) Next day 
He made the land come up through the 
water (in the third circle divide the 
lower half into land and water, making 
the horizon of the latter wavy as be- 
fore); and the trees and flowers began 
to grow (make some on the land area). 
On the fourth day He made the sun, 
moon, and stars shine. (In the fourth 
circle make these in the sky area.) Next 
He put fish in the water (draw one in the 
water of the fifth circle) and birds in 
the air (make V-shaped ones flying). On 
the sixth day He made animals (draw 
a simple line animal), and the first two 
people (draw two stick figures for Adam 
and Eve). And everything was done, 
and so pretty! “God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good.” So He took a rest and en- 
joyed His lovely world He had made. 
(Print R-E-S-T across the seventh 
circle.) 

Maybe some day you will read in a 
book that the world just made itself. 
But don’t you believe it! And that the 
animals got smarter and smarter and 
turned into new animals. But don’t you 
believe it! And that some baby mon- 
keys turned out after a while to be boys 
and girls. But don’t you believe that 
either! God told Adam how He made 
them all, Himself, way back there at the 
beginning. And God doesn’t tell any 
lies ! 

Now who is a good writer to copy the 
Memory Verse into our class bock? (Be 
sure to leave one page for an index.) 
I think everyone can help make some 
part of the circle story pictures today. 
(Use as large a circle as will permit 
seven to be drawn on the paper used.) 
Next Sunday see if you can tell what 
God made each day. 


What has God made that you espe- 
cially like—the woods? the ocean? 
snow? maple syrup? your dog? Let 


each one of us thank Him for what we 
especially like. 
Orono, MAINE, 


oe 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial denart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS quarter’s lessons will be very 

difficult to make useful to the Pri- 
mary children unless there is a general 
plan for the entire set of lessons. Scat- 
tered lessons about individual charac- 
ters are about all Beginners can under- 
stand, but Primary children have started 
to school, and are becoming more and 
more time-conscious. They ask, “Did 
Abraham live before Jesus did?” “Did 
Daniel and Moses know each other?” 
And I have had Junior High students 
ask, “Was this Saul that had the vision 
on the Damascus road the same one who 
was the first king of Israel?” I believe 
our often disconnected study of the Bible 
is responsible for this confusion in the 
minds of children. We do not locate our 
lessons enough, either chronologically 
or geographically. 

After much thought and prayer, I have 
a plan for these lessons that should 
help the Primary mind to grasp some- 
thing of the passing of time in the dif- 
ferent epochs. The possible dates and 
the hundreds of years between one les- 
son and the next is possibly beyond their 
age limit, but it is possible to make 
them realize which things came first, 
and something of their order as they 
occurred down through the centuries, 

Go to your local newspaper and get a 
part of a roll of newsprint. Most papers 
will sell the ends of the rolls. Many 
churches get them to cover long tables. 
Begin this diagram at the cut end, with 
the roll at your right, so you can unroll 
as you proceed with the lessons. It 
Would be smart to tack the cut end to 
a stick so it can be rolled up as you 
finish a lesson. Use your ingenuity in 
fastening this roll to a wall or a black- 
board, or it could lie flat on a table 
if your class is small and can all gather 
at one side of the table. You will need 
colored crayons. You can use pastels, 
but they rub badly. 

Now you are ready to begin. It is the 
first lesson, The Creation. Your first 
picture should be an astronomical one: 
the sun, some planets, earth with its 
little moon, and stars. “In the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” Then narrow down the child’s 
attention to the earth. Draw another 
picture, a large circle which is the earth, 
As for time, this creation was “in the 
beginning,” before anything else. 

After God had made the earth, He 
caused the grass to grow and the bushes 
and trees. Then He made animals, and 
last of all, He made man out of the 
dust of the earth. On your circle of 
the earth put grass and trees and ani- 
mals, and a man. The Bible says man 
was created in the image of God, and I 
think he must have been a wonderful, 
shining person. I would make the figure 
of Adam rather indefinite, with a golden 
radiance, 

Now narrow the child’s attention down 
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We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 


styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 


LIGHT and 
GUIDANCE \ 


Age -End 
Are YOU reading 


PROPHECY MONTHLY? 


Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 
Official organ of American Prophetic League, Inc., to 


which the most petent prop Pp 
study material and vital information. You need this 


monthly handbook of timely helps. $1 bill for 10-mo. 
trial. U.S. $1.20 yr., foreign $1.35. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock S$ jon, Los A les 41 


Get Your Big 


FREE COPY 


OF THIS 1951 CATALOG 
FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
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DO THEY DESERVE IT? 


Do children deserve the help parents find in 
every issue of THE CHRISTIAN PARENT? 
Many parents write, ‘“This is the magazine we've 
been looking for.’’ Children love the daily de- 
votions, parents appreciate the Christ-centered 
Suggestions, stories and comments each month, 
$2.00 year, samples 10c, group discounts. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT Box §, Highland, III. 


Moody Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new Missionary Technical 
course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lil. 











When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE SuNpDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs, 








FOR CHILDREN-— 
AN IDEAL EASTER GIFT 





A WORLD TOUR 
WITH JESUS 


by Ilse Lefton Schlaitzer 


Youngsters will want this stirring, new Chris- 
tian book. Seven exciting stories... each 
written in three parts—the first two parts 
with very thrilling endings and the third part 
with a startling climax. All the stories are 
full of authentic facts about the problems, 
habits, and needs of children living in Ameri- 
ca, England, Germany, China, India, Africa, 
and South America . . . children representing 
the five race colors. 

Emphasizing the need of making known 
the mgssage of salvation through Christ to 
the children of all lands, a definite spiritual 
application is made in each chapter. 

Give this book as an Easter gift to some 
Christian child. $1.50 


At your religious bookstore or 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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to a garden, for God made a garden 
and placed man in it. If you can draw, 
you can sketch a garden on the ‘paper. 
If you are like myself, and cannot draw, 
you will build one out of cut-cut pic- 
tures. It is better if you do this in class 
where the children can watch you, Put 
Adam in the garden. God brought the 
animals to Adam to name them, so put 
the animals in the garden, and be sure 
you have the serpent, a beautiful, up- 
standing creature. But Adam had no 
friend or companion, so God put him to 
sleep, and took out ‘a rib and made a 
woman, a wife for him. We call her 
“Eve.” She was a beautiful person, too, 
innocent, made in God’s image. Both 
Adam and Eve were naked, but the 
Bible says they were not ashamed, That 
was because they had no sin or shame, 

Now some child is wondering where 
that garden was. A Primary child once 
told me the Garden of Eden was at the 
North Pole, because she saw pictures of 
it in a Sunday paper. However, the 
Sunday paper was wrong, for God tells 
us its location in His Word. So you can 
tell the children that it was far across 
the ocean in a warm and lovely place, 
not so very far from the Sea of Galilee, 
of which they hear so much in New 
Testament lessons. 

The older Primaries probably know 
something about dates. They know this 
year is 1951. They may not know that 
that means 1951 years since Jesus was 
born in the stable at Bethlehem. Time 
counts both ways from that event, and 
if they want a date for this lesson, it 
would have to be “Over 4,000 years be- 
fore Christ.” You might put that date 
over the garden, not over the creation 
pictures, for there have passed ages after 
the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, before the creation of man, These 
dates will not mean much to the chil- 
dren, but some of them will get the fact 
that there are hundreds of years between 
lessons. Don’t be surprised though, if 
none of them get it. As I said before, 
this date business is almost beyond their 
age level. 

Now you have pictured to them the 
creation, and next Sunday you can turn 
to your last picture, Adam and Eve in 
the garden, shining sinless people, and 
then go on to the lesson of next week, 
which tells the tragic story of the be- 
ginnings of sin. 

Of course you can elaborate on this 
outline, and use as much paper as you 
wish. That is one advantage in having 
a roll of paper. Also you have room to 
print the Memory Verse under the pic- 
tures each Sunday. 

FELTON, CALIF, 

Ww 


It needs the presence of special dif- 
ficulties to manifest to all the working of 
God’s mighty power, and for such dif- 
ficulties we may and should be grateful, 
and not cast down.—Hudson Taylor. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

Man’s Needs and Environment.—O 
Lord, how manifold are thy works! in 
wisdom hast thou made them all (Psa 
104:24, Golden Text). The atmosphere 
we breathe is composed of a combina- 
tion of nitrogen and oxygen suited per- 
fectly to our lungs. The distance of the 
earth from the sun and moon is sci- 
entifically correct for the maintenance 
of life, health, and happiness. The per- 
petuity of the rain and snow makes the 
earth fertile. The tides of the sea keep 
the shore clean and fresh. Vitamins 
necessary for bodily existence are pro- 
vided in abundance. Laws and forces 
of nature stand ready to be harnessed 
for man’s use. Nor does nature exist 
merely on a subsistence basis. God has 
filled the earth with beauty and charm. 
There are majestic mountains and ver- 
dant valleys. There are tall trees and 
lush carpets of grass. The moonlight, 
the stillness of the desert, the melodious 
trill of songbirds all witness that God 
has made the earth for our pleasure. 
Food for man grows plentifully, and be- 
neath the soil are abundant minerals 
and oils for tools and fuel. Surely this 
minute agreement between man’s needs 
and his environmental provision gives 
evidence of a miracle-working God.- 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


How To Understand Genesis.—In the 
beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth (Gen. 1:1). Pastor Philpott 
was once asked by a ministerial asso- 
ciation to present a paper on the sub- 
ject, “The Deepest Need of Man.” He 
took care to embody in that address 
nearly all of the third chapter of Ro- 
mans, and needless to say his presenta- 
tion did not meet with the approval of 
many present. At a farewell supper for 
a minister, a little later, one took occa- 
sion to pick an argument with him about 
it. He declined to be drawn into a dis- 
cussion, but his questioner persisted: 
“Seriously, I have been thinking of 
what you were saying the other day. 
and I have been wondering what you 
would do if one of the students from 
the college, greatly perplexed, requested 
you to explain the first three chapters 
of Genesis. How would you deal with 
him?” “Well,” Dr. Philpott said, “I 
would ask him if he knew anything 
about the third chapter of John’s Gos- 
pel.” “Why, what has that to do with 
it!” He replied: “Doctor, it has every- 
thing to do with it! God does not begin 
with a sinner at the first three chapters 
of Genesis. He begins at the third chap- 
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ter of John — ‘Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.’ When he has experienced the 
change of heart that Christ Himself em- 
phasized was absolutely necessary to the 
understanding of things spiritual, he 
will have no difficulty whatever with the 
first three chapters of Genesis.”—From 
Moody Church News. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Easily Satisfied—And God said, Let 
us make man in Our image, after our 
likeness (Gen. 1:26). Man insists that 
he must discover everything. That be- 
ing so, any revelation from God is quite 
unnecessary. And man has now discov- 
ered how man originated—or rather 
how he may have originated. A hand- 
some, expensive volume has been pub- 
lished entitled “Early Man,” as depicted 
by leading authorities at the Interna- 
tional Symposium, the Academy of Natu- 
ral Sciences, Philadelphia, 1937. The 
“authorities” contributing to this volume 
of discovery are an imposing array of 
human brains from many countries, in- 
cluding the United States, England, Nor- 
way, Java, China, Scotland, South Af- 
rica, Denmark, Austria, Manchuria, 
Brazil, Holland, and Japan. A beauti- 
fully printed circular reports the fol- 
lowing gem of discovery included in 
this vast volume: “The evolution of 
man may have been due to a shifting 
of the climate which caused prehuman 
forms to migrate frem the highlands of 
India toward the south and forced them 
to use their brains in order to survive, 
thus making them men.” These strange, 
prehuman creatures had to become men 


or pass out—and they decided to be- 
come men! This is very simple and 
very satisfying —to “science.” We can 


believe this, or we can believe that, after 
God’s creative acts making grass and 
herbs and trees, and fish, and beasts 
of the earth, and always making these 
“after their kind,” God said, “Let us 
make man in our image, after our like- 
ness. .. . So God created man in his own 
image."— From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Only What God Has Given Him.—Let 
them have dominion . over all the 
earth (Gen. 1:26). A small boy said to 
his father: “Now I know where horses 
come from. Mr. Schultz, the blacksmith 
down the street, makes them.” “Oh, no,” 
his dad replied; “horses are born, not 
made. Just like cows or chickens or 
people.” “No, sir!” the lad insisted. 
“The blacksmith makes them! I saw 
him make one. He was just nailing 
the feet on” (Harry Rimmer). What 
wonderful things man can do now! He 
can make lightning (electricity) carry 
his messages by telephone and radio; 
he can plow his fields with giant 
tractors; he can fly through the air by 
plane. . . . Can he yet claim to be as 
great and as smart as God? No, he can 
only use the things God has already 
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No. 66 


For YOUR — 
CUacation Bible School 


Arouse new interest and attention — increase 
membership and attendance in your Vacation 
Bible School —with these colorful, appealing 
materials. 

Each of these items is an attractive and 
effective means of publicizing and promoting 
the Vacation Bible School in every church. 
Each item features a four-color reproduction 
of George Tobin's beautiful and distinctive 
painting, “The Synagogue School’ — forming 
a series of related materials that are meaningful 
and appealing to pupils, practical for teachers 
and leaders. 


Vacation Bible School Certificate, No. 663 


On the front—the illustration, with no lettering to detract from its 
beauty. On the back—a simply worded interpretation of the illustra- 
tion. Inside—space for pupil’s name; department; name, address, and 
date of school; and signatures of teacher and director. Size folded 
(French fold) 4% x 634 Inches. Certificate, 934 x 634 Inches. 


5 cents each, with matching envelope 


Vacation Bible School Poster, No. 776 


This colorful poster carries the compelling message: Come to Vaca- 
tion Bible School — Bible Lessons — Stories — Handwork — Games — 
Songs — and an appropriate Scripture text. Space is provided for 
name of church, date and hours of school, and ages. Lithographed 
on heavy white paper. Size 18 x 24 Inches. 

15 cents each 


Vacation Bible School Invitation Card, No. 769 


To be sent to prospective pupils, this colorful post card carries the 
same appealing message as the poster. Space is provided for date, 
place, hours of the school, and personal correspondence. Printed on 
high-quality, linen-finish stock. Size 33 x 534 Inches. 

20 cents per dozen; $1.35 per hundred 


Vacation Bible School Button, No. 708 


An attractive award and souvenir for children attending Vacation 
Bible School, this button is lithographed in four bright colors, with a 
high-gloss finish. Pin attachment on back. Size 13-16 Inch in diameter. 


30 cents per dozen; $2.00 per hundred 

















BIBLE SCHOOL 
No. 769 
At Your 
Supply House 
ABINGDON- 
COKESBURY 
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Clip and Mail to Your Supply House 
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Adventures with 
Christ in Afriea 


A 16 mm 45 minute sound film documenting years of 
missionary pioneering in the White Man's Grave- 
yard. A thrilling film—full of action. Rental $10. 


AMBASSADOR FILMS 
Dept. AO, 6652 Odell Ave., Chicago 31, Ill. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 














*"Advertise’’ your church through 


the inspiring voice of 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


What could carry your church’s 
invitation to the community 
better than the glorious music 
of a fine carillon, coming 
right from the church itself! 
“Carillonic Bells” with their 
clear, rich beauty are the per- 
fect means of making minds 
and hearts receptive to your 
message. 

At moderate cost, “Carillonic 
Bells’’ offer the true tones and 
majestic volume of fine cast 
bells—without requir- 
ing a tower to house 
them! Write NOW 
for complete details 
given in our literature! 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
25301 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
“Carillonic Bells” is a trademark. It 


denotes electronic carillons produced by 
Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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given him in this wonderful world.— 
From Ruth E. Dow, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


What a Wonderful Artist!—And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good (Gen. 1:31). 
My father and I were strolling one eve- 
ning by a country roadside. He was 
seventy and had retired from his artist 
profession. Wild violets were in full 
bloom. Father stopped and plucked a 
single violet, and said, almost in a tone 
of awe: “Look at the exquisite beauty 
of this tiny flower—its color and 
tracery ! Oh, how wonderful it is! What 
a wonderful artist God is!” Later, when 
attending the Keswick (New Jersey) 
conference, as we were passing a group 
of young men engrossed in examining 
a beautiful water lily, one of them step- 
ped forward and placed it in my hand. 
As they gathered around us, I found 
myself telling the story of Father and 
the violet. I closed with, “If Father could 
see the work of the Great Artist in that 
tiny, wild violet, what would he have 
seen in this perfect and most exquisite 
lily?” Later a letter from one of the 
young men said, “Those words, ‘What 
a wonderful artist God is!’ remained 
with us, bringing a new and lasting 
vision of God.”—From Rosalind Goforth, 
in “Climbing.” Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


It Worked— When First Put To- 
gether !—And God saw every thing that 
he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good (Gen. 1:31). Human inventions 
are scrutinized by their inventors to see 
what improvements can be made in 
them, or, in the cecmmon vernacular, 
“to have the bugs ironed out!” But 
God’s work is perfect (Deut. 32:4). A 
young man gazing intently at a chart 
showing the organs, bones, muscles, 
nerves, veins, and arteries in the human 
body exclaimed, “And to think that the 
first time that body was put together, 
it worked!” Yes, everything coming 
from God’s hand is “very good” !—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 236) 

1. The “beginning” of Genesis 1:1 
marks the beginning of time, and of the 
universe; the “beginning” of John 1:1 
is the timeless beginning—in other 
words, eternity. 

2. It embraces all things, not only our 
system, but all systems. 

3. Create (chap. 1:1, 21, 27), make (vs, 
7, 16, 25), form (chap. 2:7), build (v. 22, 
marg., R.V.). 

4. Matter, sentient life, man. 

5. (a) The council within the Godhead 
(chap. 1:26); (b) the image and like- 
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ness of God (v. 27); (c) dominion over 
all other creatures (v. 26); (d) the spe- 
cial benediction of God (v. 28); (e) the 
double divine activity in his creation 
(chap. 2:7). 

6. A big question, but here is a sug- 
gestion: true personality, with a spir- 
itual nature capable of communion with 
God, and moral responsibility throug 
a self-determining will. 

7. Not lost, but marred and broken. 

8. If it ends in admiration of the 
beauty, yes; if it leads to worship of the 
Creator, no. 

9. So long as we only partly under- 
stand the Biblical account, and so long 
as science is still groping, with some 
established truths and some tentative 
hypotheses, we can expect only very 
partial agreement. Let not science be 
too dogmatic, and let not theology be 
too impatient. 

10. The plural Elohim for God; the dis- 
tinction between the brooding of the 
Spirit and the utterance of God: the 
Word of God in the light of John 1:1-3: 
the form of council within the Godhead 
(v. 26). 

WuHEeEarTon, ILL, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 1 
1. God’s Spirit at Work 
(Acts 2:1-8, 22, 23, 32-41, 46, 47) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HIS week we begin a series of five 
Bible studies designed to show how 
God worked in the early Christian 
church, and then how He works through 
believers today. 

The first topic, which deals with God 
working through the Holy Spirit, is 
really all-inclusive because it was God 
working through the Holy Spirit, and 
through Paul, and through the early 
Church that produced the results that 
we find recorded in the Book of Acts: 
and it is God working through the Holy 
Spirit through us that will produce re- 
sults today. 

There are certain facts concerning the 
Holy Spirit that we should understand 
clearly if we are to get the full value 
of the study of such a topic as this. In 
the first place we need to see that the 
Holy Spirit is not a mere influence or 
emanation frcm God. He is a divine 
person, one of the members of the Trin- 
ity, and co-equal with the Father and 
the Son. All through the Scriptures, the 
language used in referring to the Holy 
Spirit speaks clearly of his personality. 
He creates life (Job 33:4); He speaks 
(Acts 1:16; 1 Pet. 1:11, 12); He testifies 
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of and glorifies Christ (John 15:26; 16: 
14); He strives with sinners (Gen. 6:3); 
He reproves (John 16:8); He teaches 
(John 14:26); He can be grieved (Eph. 
4:30): He can be resisted (Acts 7:51); 
He can be quenched (1 Thess. 5:19). 


Next we should understand that Pente- 
cost was not the first time that the Holy 
Spirit came into the world. He was in 
the world in Old Testament days, and 
is often spoken of as coming upon or 
using individuals. At Pentecost He came 
in a special way, having been sent at 
that time by the risen and glorified Lord 
Jesus (Acts 2:32, 33), and in accord with 
the promise that the Lord Jesus had 
made (John 14:16, 17; 16:7-11). 

Under the new dispensation that be- 
gan with the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the believers gathered in the upper 
room in Jerusalem at Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit was given in anew way. He came 
into the hearts of all believers to abide 
forever and to do in their hearts a work 
of grace that is His particular ministry 
during this dispensation. Let us see 
what this work is: 

1. He convicts of sin (John 16:7-11). 

2. He regenerates (John 3:3, 5; Titus 
3:5, 6). 

3. He seals (Eph. 1:13, 14, R.V.; 4:30). 
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4. He ministers spiritual gifts (Heb. 
2:4; 1 Cor. 2:9-12). 

5. He gives power for worship (1 Cor. 
12:3): for prayer (Rom: 8:26, 27); far 
praise (1 Cor. 14:15, 16); for right liv- 
ing (Gal. 5:16, 17); for service (Luke 
24:49; Acts 2:3, 4); for suffering (John 
14: 16-18; 1 Thess. 1:6). 

6. He develops life 
Cor. 3:18, R.V.). 

7. He pledges future 
Cor. 1:21, 22; 5:4, 5). 

8. He gives, at last, the resurrection 
body (Rom. 8:11). 


(Jude 19, 20; 2 
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redemption 


Finally, we need to understand that 
since the Holy Spirit is given at a time 
a believer first accepts the Lord Jesus 
as Saviour, and since He remains in the 
believer’s heart forever, He is not given 
many times as some misguided, but sin- 
cere Christians believe. Therefore it is 
not correct for a believer to pray for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is like 
asking for something that is already in 
your hands. 

However, believers may, through un- 
belief or willfulness, or sin, restrict or 
hinder the work of the Holy Spirit in 
their hearts, and thus need to be 
cleansed and filled with the Holy Spirit. 
We know that cleansing comes through 
confession of sin (1 John 1:9; Jas, 5:16). 
Then by yielding our wills to God’s per- 
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YOU ARE INVITED 


to 
share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 


morrow. Address: 


Shelton (ollege 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times, 











A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 


inspirational reading await you 
In spite of higher costs this book may be had 
for only 25 cents, postage paid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 














AM I A NUMBER ONE CHRISTIAN? 


From this letter written by a godly chaplain in Korea 
comes the searching of the heart at this Easter time. The 
complete touching story is published in the April edi ion 
of the Bible Meditation Leaguer, and may be had upon 
request. 

This man who wrote from his bed in a Veterans’ 
Administration Hospital surely qualifies in many virtues 
as a Number One Christian. “It appears that I will be 

n here in the hospital for several weeks if not months. You 
can never realize the happiness the (20 B.M.L.) studies 
have brought me. You have right now a promise of 
$10.00 for the League to be paid by Easter, 1951. You 
will be glad to learn, I am sure, that I feel much closer to 
the Lord since studying the material sent me.” 

We invite all Number One or nearly Number One 
Christians to help us in supplying the tens of thousands 
of Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, and Bible study courses 
requested for the Veterans’ Administration Hospitals and 
Homes, as well as for missionaries in 62 foreign countries 





CUT OFF HERE AND MAIL 


THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE, Ine. 
P. O. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 


I’d like to be a Number One Christian in responding to the pleading of unsaved souls for the Word of God, and to that end I am enclos- 


ing herewith $............. for the world-wide ministry of the Bible Meditation League. I would like the complete story of the Chaplain’s 


experience in Korea. 
ee eer ee ea 
Address 
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EVERBN DAY GREETING TRACTS 
\\ oat 
, to EVERYDAY LIFE 


BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 
SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 


‘A PENNY APIECE - MINIMUM QUANTITY 25 POSTPAID 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND 





Box 888, Akron 9, Ohio 


BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 


About 1,000 kinds to choose from 


25 cents brings large assortment of Gospel tracts 
$1 brings complete assortment 
Send for free catalogs of tracts, books, novelties 
Let us print your tract, book, magazine, etc. 


OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE 
4500 W. Broadway Minneapolis 22, Minn. 














Make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving 


AGENTS 
MBSE fine of Bibles, Books, 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
work—Liberal Commissions. 


$008 8008888888 WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, vept. A-s Butler, ind. 


Bethel Children’s Home 


Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 


A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 


PRAY FOR US 












PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 


——__— Purnilinre 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
me §6DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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fect will, we may again be filled with 
the Spirit and be controlled and used by 
Him. 

Are you letting Him use you and all 
that you have, in order that the Lord 
Jesus may be glorified by Him in your 
life? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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How Did Elijah Go to Heaven ? 


(Continued from second page) 


set and Brown (6 vol. edition, Eerd- 
mans, Grand Rapids, Mich.) is inter- 
esting and helpful; and their quotation 
of “Bishop Hall’s Observations” is so 
fine that the major part of their com- 
ment is given herewith: 

“Some bright effulgence, which, in the 
eyes of the spectators, resembled those 
objects. Angels are called ‘chariots,’ 
and represented as such in mysterious 
fire (Psa. 68:17; Bzek. 1:4-13; 10:6). An- 
gels are meant by chariots and ‘horses 
of fire,’ because, like chariots of war, 
they are the strength and protection of 
the Lord’s people, and because of their 
swiftness in doing the work. .. . That 
Enoch was actually translated is placed 
beyond controversy by the testimony of 
the apostle. And the same conclusion is 
inferentially drawn in the analogous 
case of Elijah. Bishop Hall’s observa- 
tions on this translation of Elijah are 
too appropriate and beautiful to be dis- 
regarded, — ‘Long and happily had Eli- 
jah fought the wars of his God; and now, 
after his noble and glorious victories, 
God will send him a chariot of triumph. 
How full of heavenly joy was the soul 
of Elijah while he foreknew and looked 
for this instant happiness! Jordan must 
be crossed by Elijah in his way to 
heaven. There must be a parallel be- 








At all booksellers 


FOUR BOOKS IN ONE! 
Biblical Illustrations 

Bible Quotations 

Topical Bible 

Practical Concordance 


A BAKER PUBLICATION 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE UNTIL MAY 1 


S$4.502 
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twixt the two great prophets that shall 
meet Christ at Tabor — Moses and Elias, 
Both received visions on Horeb; to both 
God appeared there—in fire and in 
other forms of terror; both were sent 
to kings —one to Pharaoh, the other to 
Ahab; both revenged idolatries with the 
sword —the one upon the worshippers 
of the golden calf, the other upon the 
four hundred Baalites; both divided the 
waters—the one of the Red Sea, the 
other of Jordan; both must be fetched 
away beyond Jordan, — the body of Eli- 
jah is translated, the body of Moses is 
hid. What Moses doth by his rod, Elijah 
does by his mantle: he only bids the 
waters stand aside, and they gave way to 
his last walk, that he might with dry 
feet mount up into the celestial chariot.’ 
Went up by a whirlwind —a tempest or 
storm; wind accompanied with vivid 
flashes of fire, figuratively used for the 
Divine judgments (Isa. 29:6).” 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


March 26 to April 1 


Mon.—Genesis 1:1-5. God Created. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” 
The Bible thus begins as the mind natu- 
rally concludes that a divine revelation 
ought to begin—by the Creator an- 
nouncing in a sentence His name, nature, 
power, and purpose; that a power beyond 
our own did create all these things and 
man is certainly the unescapable con- 
clusion of all thoughtful men. The hand 
that made all things is divine. Pray for 
Greensburg Bible Institute, Oakland 
Ave. and Stanton St., Greensburg, Pa. 


Tues.—Genesis 1:26-31. 
The Creation of Man. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God created man 
in his own image. . The Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground” 
(Gen. 1:27; 2:7). Before even one mor- 
tal body had returned to the ground, 
from whence it was taken, God an- 
nounced that its chemical nature was 
the same as that of the soil. “Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return” 
(Gen. 3:19). Science admits this fact. 
And that man could not have created 
himself, or have been made by a human 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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is self-evident. And therefore it is more 
rational to accept the divine declaration 
than any hypotheses of man. Man’s soul 
is not merely a chain of ideas and ac- 
tions, but it was made originally morally 
and intellectually in the image of God. 
Pray for Central Union Mission, 624 In- 
diana Ave., Washington 4, D. C. 


Wed.—Genesis 2:1-3. A Day of Rest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it.” One 
day of rest from physical labor each 
week is God’s love provision for the en- 
tire human race. If we kept this day 
every week for rest, life would be 
sweeter, bodies would be healthier, and 
souls would have their needful oppor- 
tunity to grow in the knowledge and 
grace of God. It is a great device of 
the Devil, which has deceived a goodly 
number of Fundamentalists, to make out 
that the Sabbath of rest was wholly a 
Jewish church affair and is not an ordi- 
nance for Christians. The one-day-of- 
rest-in-seven was given before there 
were any Jews or Gentiles. Moreover, 
the laxity of Christians with regard to 
Sunday is the cause of untold peril to 
Christian progress and public witness 
for Christ. Let all Christians worthily 
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e gy Completely new, full color, suede 
THEY RE HERE! backed flannelgraph figures for 
Genesis. These beautiful figures have been drawn by a gifted artist who has caught the expres- 
sion needed to make lifelike characters. Figures accompany the manual “Footsteps of Faith.” 


Old Testament Year 1, Part 1 figures, 8 lessons from Creation—Babel (25 sheets of figures) . . . . $2.25 
Old Testament Year 1, Part 2 figures, 7 lessons from Abraham—Joseph (25 sheetsof figures). . . . 2.25 
Footsteps of Faith, Vol. 1 text covering Creation through Joseph (either English or Spanish) . . . 75 


Order today from BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT, Inc. - 1505-A Race Street, Phila. 2, Pa. 








A LIFE INCOME 


Read of a remarkable Annuity Plan that provides modest in- 
vestors with a safe, dependable, lifetime income—and helps 
finance the distribution of the Bible at the same time. 

To learn more about this great Christian Plan and how it 
enables you to give and receive generously at the same time, send 
today, sure, for free booklet SS109, to THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N, Y. 
























Heed that call 
TODAY 


Prepare NOW at GORDON... 
a school which has put missions 
first throughout the years...a 
school that in the mid-century 
year sent 24 missionaries to the 
foreign field. 


*‘Here am 1; 
send me.’’ 


Conservative 
Scholarly 


Evangelistic 





DON’T DELAY—SEND TODAY___...— 


Applications now being accepted , -—--— 
Please rush latest catalog 


for fall term. 
You may be eligible for a schol- 
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= SSS==————————————————SSSSSE=aEyx—eE—— observe the Christian’s day of rest. Pray A 
| for Bethel College and Seminary, St. 
| Paul 4, Minn. 
Thurs.—Genesis 2:8-10, 15-17. 
A Garden Called Eden, 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden: and 
there he put the man whom he had Cop 
formed.” The name means “delight.” eae 
} The perfect place was man’s first abode, Publ 
| Earth never will have a dearer spot Time 
until the new earth is created; but the 
soul at peace with God may have an — 
| Edenlike peace and pleasure. His soul 
| shall be like a watered garden. And on 
earth the fruits of grace may abound 
while on the way to the blessed Eden 
we call Heaven. Pray for Columbia Note 
Bible College, Columbia, S. C. s 
| Cour 
Fri—Genesis 2:18-24. ( 
A Helpmeet Given Man, AS 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “And the Lord God we 
said, It is not good that the man should : 
| be alone; I will make him an help meet Crui 
| for him.” Thank God for His love in d 
making male and female companionships Inte! 
sist P : 4 J any marriages go wrong. The 
‘ ‘ each the Gospel—Isaiah 61:1, even though man; & 8 
| The Spit of the Lond és se sanacamn heal ites —- : The good far outweighs the evil in mari- c “ 
tal unions. The seed of the righteous 
. a oe will be eternally blessed. The institu- The 
|| Fuller Theological Seminary stands for Spirit-filled Gen of teaeidin, homer cilia onan 
dedication to the study of the Word of God in its is an everlasting reminder of the loving- For 
- x kindness of our benevolent God not only ; 
fullest meaning and broadest application. toward mankind in general, but toward 
His Church in particular. Pray for Cook 
Students selected for spiritual and academic ae eee School, P. O. Box 
, ‘ * 58, Phoenix, Ariz. 
qualifications are trained by a faculty of spiritual panes tia 
A y a Sat.—Psa'm 104:10-15. 
consecration and scholarly attainment. God’s Care Over All His Works. 
F : PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The earth is sat- T 
Fuller Theological Seminary prepares men for preach- isfied with the fruit of thy works.” God’s = 
ing the Gospel in pastorates at home and in the mis- sah a extends to he Aro 
: : ft e has made. en we consider the 
sion field, and men and women for teaching the Bible wiefens of Mile wendertel works we ese Ith 
. that He had some glorious end in every- 
In schools and colleges at home and abroad. thing He has made. Their adaptation to The 
so ; human necessities is amazing. God’s He 
The Seminary announces the addition to its faculty, glory shines out in every living being The 
effective September, 1951, of Professor Clarence and from every created thing. His ten- 
f f P ‘cal Th der mercies are over all His works. So 
S. Roddy, Ph.D., as protessor a ractica ; e- Pray for Women’s Christian Medical 
ology. Additional faculty appointments will be College and Hospital, Ludhiana, Punjab, The 
made for the coming school year. india, For 
Sun.—John 1:1-3. In the Beginning. Hov 
Fuller Theological Seminary invites believers every- Prayer Succestions: “In the begin- My 
h ning was the Word, and the Word 
where to | was with God, and the Word The 
, ices . was God.” At the “beginning” men- The 
Pray for this work. Visit the Seminary. email ta Ganiite 1: tee, Aicks 
Write for information. Contribute to the Program of Expansion. Word, the Son of God, was there with Wh 
. | the blessed Spirit — “Glorious three in 
| One and One in three.” Unless this Out 
i} were so—the Son of God incarnate 
—what value could ever come to F 
i - * hopeless, helpless sinners such as we? T 
Fuller Theological Seminary No human mind can find a better ex- 
5 planation of the divine provision of 7 
P. O. Box 989 - - - - Pasadena 20, California salvation in Jesus Christ than is given T 
in this first chapter of John. Pray oe 
for International Beard of Jewish 1 
i 5!) Missions, Inc., Bor 1256, Atlanta 1. Gus. 











